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This year’s Côte d’Azur Garden Festival theme is ‘Mediterranean Dreams’. The second edition of the event will take place from 30 March 
to 28 April 2019. Honorary patron Marina Picasso is taking over from Julie Depardieu, and will be sharing her passion for the art of beautiful 
gardens alongside the iconic Jean Mus, the ultimate Mediterranean landscape designer. To consolidate the idea of showcasing the incredible 
tourism potential of our gardens, and in order to treat the general public to a new, unmissable cultural event, in 2017 the Département des 
Alpes-Maritimes launched its new festival devoted to the gardens of the Côte d’Azur. Members of the public will have the opportunity to 
marvel at over 15 different designs by leading international landscape designers, scattered over Cannes, Grasse, Antibes, Nice and Menton, 
and will be given the opportunity to experience the many events planned across the French Riviera’s towns and villages over the month of 
April.

A theme designed to encourage tourists to explore the Côte d’Azur.

This event is an opportunity to celebrate the 75 most gorgeous public gardens throughout the year, based on itineraries and tourism stays to 
allow visitors to immerse themselves in these remarkable sites. It is also a chance to meet horticulturists and farmers working with fragrant 
flowers, most of whom are working towards the Grasse region’s inclusion on the World Heritage List for «fragrant flower expertise», as well 
as the flowers’ role in gastronomy events and the festivities that fill the region’s calendar from January to December.

Boosting visitor numbers in off-peak periods.

We hope this ambitious event will encourage over 400,000 visitors to delve deeper into our incredible natural protected heritage. The first 
edition took place in April 2017 and saw double-figure visitor growth. This is a fantastic opportunity for all tourism industry professionals to 
ease themselves into the light, creative springtime period, rallying around their shared values.
 
Welcome to CÔTE d’AZUR FRANCE!
 
 

David Lisnard, President of CÔTE d’AZUR FRANCE Tourism Board

E D I T O R I A L
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J A N U A R Y 
Pégomas Mimosa Festival

F E B R U A R Y
Mandelieu and Tanneron Mimosa Festival
Nice Carnaval of Nice – Floral Battles

M A R C H
Tourrettes-sur-Loup Violet Festival
Villefranche-sur-Mer Floral Naval Combat
Menton Festival of the Lemon and Orchid Festival

A P R I L
Throughout the month Festival of the Gardens of the Côte 
d’Azur
Le Bar-sur-Loup Orange Tree Festival
Falicon Carnation Festival

M A Y
Grasse Rose Exhibition
Opio Rose Festival
Plascassier - Grasse Rose of Provence Festival
La Colle-sur-Loup “All About Roses”
Vallauris Golfe-Juan Orange Blossom Festival

J U N E
All of France The Garden Rendez-Vous
Menton Garden Month

J U L Y
Grasse Jasmine Festival

S E P T E M B R E
Nice The Holy Flower Festival

D I A R Y  O F  E V E N T S  O F 
T H E  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R 



F E S T I V A L  O F  T H E  G A R D E N S 
O F  T H E  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R
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Second edition: from 30 March to 28 April 2019
Theme for 2019: «Mediterranean Dreams»
 Chairman of the technical selecting committee, Jean Mus
An internationally-renowned sponsor: Marina Picasso

This second edition of the festival is an introductory stroll through the 
heart of the Mediterranean, a world of Provençal gardens, Italian gardens 
imbued with the essence of the Renaissance, Ancient Greece-inspired 
gardens, North African gardens and a luscious oasis.
An invitation to dream in a setting in which gardens become synonymous 
with wonderment and reverie, an opportunity to experience the Medi-
terranean coastline and a chance for visitors to stroll, relax and soak up 
Nature’s bounties. The incredible history and heritage of the Côte d’Azur 
through a selection of delightfully surprising experiences in iconic set-
tings.

A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L L Y -
R E N O W N E D  S P O N S O R

Marina Picasso, granddaughter of Pablo Picasso, travels the world to bring 
dedicated exhibitions and events closer to her grandfather’s work.
In her sumptuous Cannes home, where Picasso himself once lived for se-
veral years, this nature enthusiast busies herself in her garden full of Me-
diterranean plants. 
Marina Picasso is the founder of the Marina Picasso Foundation, aimed at 
funding charities in France and abroad.

A  G R E E N  D E A L  E V E N T

The festival is part of the GREEN Deal scheme first founded in 2018 by 
Charles Ange Ginesy, Chair of the Département, and aims to turn the 
Alpes-Maritimes into one of France’s leading sustainable development 
regions. 

O P E N  T O  A L L

This event is aimed at nature lovers and all those who appreciate beauti-
ful gardens, Alpes-Maritimes locals, visitors from around the world, school 
groups, students from landscaping, architecture, design and horticulture 
colleges, artists and industry professionals.teur.

J A M - P A C K E D  W I T H  S U R P R I S E S 
I N  2 0 1 9

15 LANDSCAPE DESIGNS IN COMPETITION... 
Open to all professionals commissioned by a landscaping company to 
design a garden (landscapers, architects and fine artists), the competition 
gives contestants the opportunity to create original designs in the Dépar-
tement’s heritage sites for the enjoyment of the general public.
 
National and international team designs will be displayed in five of the 
Département’s most iconic local areas in terms of gardens: Antibes, 
Cannes, Grasse, Menton and Nice.
Each local area will host three landscape designs, each measuring 200 
m2, for a total of 15 competing gardens. The competition gardens will 
demonstrate meticulous landscaping expertise and a flawless finish, for-
ming havens of greenery in which visitors will find peace and tranquillity. 
The designs will need to incorporate sustainable development in their 
designs.
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The designs will be judged by three different panels:
• An official expert panel, chaired by the festival’s sponsor, Marina 

Picasso. The official panel will choose one of the 15 designs as its 
winner, awarding it a prize sum of €10,000;

• A media panel made up of members of the French Gardening and 
Horticulture Journalists Association, mainstream media, garden 
media and international media;

• A professional panel, made up of specialists and experts in lands-
caping. 

A total of four prizes will be awarded: The Panel Prize, the Professional 
Prize, the Media Prize and the GREEN Deal Prize, awarded to the most 
eco-friendly garden.

P O P - U P  N O N - C O M P E T I N G 
G A R D E N S �

Several local areas in the Alpes-Maritimes Département, both competing 
and non-competing, will showcase an extra ‘non-competition’ garden, 
which will demonstrate a link to the festival’s theme and be free to visit. 
These non-competing gardens include a ‘school’ garden designed by the 
horticultural school in Antibes in partnership with the French National 
Landscaping Union, as well as a garden designed by Stéphane Marie, pre-
senter of the French TV programme ‘Silence ça pousse !’. 

A N  A R R A Y  O F  E V E N T S

Tours of the sites will ensure visitors are able to prolong this garden-the-
med experience. Open days, guided tours, events and workshops will be 
held in the 75 gardens open to the public and listed on the Côte d’Azur 
Gardens and Parks map. 

A  C O N N E C T E D  F E S T I V A L

Interviews with the festival sponsor and contestants, the full line-up of 
events and the latest news will all be available on the festival’s French and 
English website: 
https://festivaldesjardins.departement06.fr

Flash codes will be added to each design’s information panel, directing 
visitors to the website and providing them with information they can read 
on their phones.

A social media wall will be used to stream highlights and share ideas of 
must-see gardens, flowers and landscapes using #FestivalJardins06.

K E Y  D A T E S  I N  2 0 1 9 � � �

30 March: festival kick-off
31 March: the panels deliberate, prize-giving ceremony
28 April: the festival’s closing ceremony

77

https://festivaldesjardins.departement06.fr
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1
• Botanical Garden of the Villa Thuret
• Parc Exflora
• Garden of the Villa Eilen Roc
• Garden of the Fort Carré

A N T I B E S

2
• Garden of the Villa Kérylos
B E A U L I E U

3
• The Winter Garden of the Riviera Palace
B E A U S O L E I L

4
• Garden of the Fernand Léger Museum
B I O T

5
• Renoir Estate
• Garden of the Marro Property

C A G N E S - S U R - M E R

6
• Garden of the Villa Domergue
• Garden of the Villa Rothschild
• The Lérins Islands

C A N N E S

7
• Sacha Guitry Park
• Garden of the Château des Terrasses
• Garden of the Douaniers

C A P  D ’ A I L

9
• Garden of the Vallon du Brec
C O U R S E G O U L E S

8
• Garden of the Villa La Bouscarella
C H Â T E A U N E U F - D E - G R A S S E

10
• Exotic Garden of Eze
E Z E

11
• Gardens of the Fleurs de Poterie
G A T T I È R E S

12
• The Gardens of the Château 
• La Source Parfumée

G O U R D O N

13
• Garden of the Fragonard Museum
• Garden of the Perfumery Museum
• Garden of the Villa Noailles
• The Manon Estate
• Garden of the Villa Fort France
• Garden of the Villa La Mouissone
• Garden of the Mas des Pivoines
• Garden of the Saint Jacques du Cou-

loubrier Estate
• Olive-growing Estate of the Royrie

G R A S S E

14
• Garden of the Villa de l’Argelière
L A  G A U D E

15
• The gardens of the Château de la Napoule
M A N D E L I E U - L A  N A P O U L E

16
• Garden of the Villa Maria Séréna
• Garden of the Serre de la Madone
• Garden of Fontana Rosa
• Botanical Gardens of Val Rahmeh
• Garden of the Palais de Carnolès
• The Biovès Garden
• Garden of the Clos du Peyronnet
• Garden of the Colombières
• The Citronneraie

M E N T O N

17
• Exotic Garden
• Japanese Garden
• The Rose Garden
• Fontvieille Park
• Garden of the Petite Afrique
• Gardens Saint Martin

M O N A C O

18
• Garden of the Château de Mouans–Sartoux
• Gardens of the International Perfumery 

Museum

M O U A N S - S A R T O U X

19
• The Fontmerle Pond
M O U G I N S

20
• Promenade du Paillon and Albert 1st Garden
• Botanical Garden
• Vigier Park
• Chambrun Park
• Park of Mont Boron
• Park of the Colline du Château
• Valrose Park (closed to the public)
• Parc Phoenix
• Estienne d’Orves Park
• Garden of the Vinaigrier
• Park de la Clua – Dr Jean Guillaud
• Park of the Castel des deux Rois
• Garden of the Observatory of Nice
• Garden of the Monastery and Garden of the Arenas at Cimiez
• Gardens of the Villa Arson – Centre of Contemporary Art
• Garden of the Palais Masséna
• Garden of the Anatole Jakovsky Naïve Art Museum and Carol of 

Romania Park
• Garden of the Chagall Museum
• Garden of the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art (MAMAC)
• Garden of the Matisse Museum
• Il Paradisio Garden

N I C E

P E Y M E I N A D E21
• Au pays d’Audrey

22
• The Marcel Kroenlein Arboretum
R O U R E

23
• Mediaeval Garden
S A I N T E - A G N È S

24
• The Gardens of the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild
S A I N T - J E A N - C A P - F E R R A T

25
• Gardens of the Fondation Maeght
S A I N T - P A U L  D E  V E N C E

26
• Monastery Garden
S A O R G E

28
• The “Nérolium “
V A L L A U R I S  G O L F E - J U A N

27
• The Bastide aux Violettes
• Florian’s Citrus Gardens

T O U R R E T T E S - S U R - L O U P
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The inside is as important as the outside: the hoteliers of the Côte d’Azur 
have long understood this and that’s why the most beautiful establish-
ments of the area hired leading landscape gardeners to enhance their 
gardens. As structural parts of the hotels, to house remarkable botanical 
collections, to exhibit artists’ sculptures... These gardens became, in their 
own right, places where clients can find the ideal setting for rest and re-
laxation.  

N I C E

H Ô T E L  W I N D S O R 

Writing about the Hotel Windsor and its artists’ bedrooms, Philippe Cou-
derc said, “The garden could be signed by Trénet”. This hotel, located right 
in the middle of the city, has a luxuriant garden with many different spe-
cies: century-old ficus, privets, fig-trees, medlars, palms... and a variety of 
giant bamboo with a black stem. In spring, the wisteria, moonflower, bou-
gainvillea bring their colours. A haven of peace in the heart of Nice

A D D R E S S  B O O K
O N E  H O T E L ,  O N E  G A R D E N

M O U G I N S

L E  M A S  C A N D I L L E

The old farm at the Mas Candille has been growing olive trees and vines 
since the 18th century. 
The hotel is located on a property which has retained the riches of its 
original flora, adding to it over the years, such that today there are more 
than 200 varieties of Mediterranean plants on display on the site.
Le Mas Candille owes its name to the Provençal word “candelou” meaning 
candle. It evokes the characteristic shape of the cypress which, in Pro-
vence, symbolises hospitality. This tree, typical of Mediterranean gardens, 
is one of the 200 plant species to be found in the 5 hectares of the park’s 
fresh coloured carpet.
There are olive trees, carobs, hibiscus, palms, papyrus, sacred bamboo, 
bougainvillea, pine and less well-known plants such as red twig dogwood 
and perovskia which flowers in the same mauve shades as the nearby 
lavender.
Peacefully tucked away in the hillsides above Cannes, with a spectacular 
view of the pre-alpine valley, the Mas Candille is a walk which offers, ac-
cording to the season, the scent of jasmine, citrus, rosemary or santolina. 
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E Z E

T H E  C H È V R E  D ’ O R 

The gardens of the Château de la Chèvre d’Or are terraced and literally 
gird the perched rock of Eze. Walking along the paths of the different 
terraces, you enjoy a more than 180º panorama. Starting on the east side, 
cooler and therefore greener, the experience is more olfactory, thanks 
to the roses, bougainvillea and a large wall of jasmine along the stone 
fortifications. The proprietor has installed enormous bronze sculptures 
of animals. On the west side (with a romantic view of the sunset), the ter-
rain is more uneven, the vegetation more arid and rocky with cacti (some 
spaces shared with the Exotic Garden of Eze) and the olive trees (one of 
which is more than 800 years old!). along the private paths and stone 
stairways linking the various terrace solariums, the view, from 429m above 
the Mediterranean, is breath-taking. 

E Z E

T H E  C A P  E S T E L

The idea is a walk around pools, fountains and waterfalls, in the terraced 
gardens filled with Mediterranean species in a two-hectare park.
The gardens, paths and fountains were restored or revamped by to inven-
tive landscape gardeners, Catherine Houssin and Alain Goudot, the latter 
the author of a collection of watercolours “Les jardins de Cap Estel.” But 
it was Strocki, who won the competition for the most beautiful garden in 
the region in 1911, master of the art of planting who was the first to accli-
matise a multitude of plants to the property despite the disadvantages 
of the salty spindrift by planting, for example two large ficus macrophilla 
each container coming in at 1800 kilos. A century later they are still here, 
watching over us.
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L A  S I G N A T U R E  J E A N  M U S  &  C I E

Over and above Monte Carlo Bay and the Terre Blanche Estate in the Var, 
Jean Mus is responsible for some of the flagship hotels on the Côte d’Azur.

S A I N T - J E A N - C A P - F E R R A T

T H E  R O Y A L  R I V I E R A

Jean Mus revamped the design and composition of the gardens of the 
Royal Riviera, drawing his inspiration from Oscar Wilde’s celebrated sen-
tence: “I can resist anything except temptation.” Architect and landscape 
gardener, lover of this region, he has expressed in this dream location, a 
freedom of imagination, a delicate sensibility, a local poetry and a refined 
exoticism. The elegant Deck, at the heart of the aromatic garden, is a ha-
ven for drinking tea, sipping a cocktail or just relaxing, letting the scents of 
the bougainvillea and Mediterranean plants wrap around you.

V E N C E

C H Â T E A U  S A I N T - M A R T I N  &  S P A

The Château Saint-Martin & Spa weds the spirit of Provence with the pres-
tige of the Riviera. Its 14-hectare park, with 300 olive trees a century-old, 
harbours a poetic garden created by the landscape gardener Jean Mus, 
two clay tennis courts and a spectacular infinity pool… 
Ronsard roses bloom in the branches of the olive trees, magnificent bou-
quets of lavender here and there… this is a waltz of scented colours. 

S A I N T  J E A N  C A P  F E R R A T

T H E  G R A N D  H Ô T E L  D U  C A P 

Seven hectares, almost 400 different species, this Mediterranean-inspired 
garden has terraces, pools and waterfalls, pots, and ornamental ponds in 
the calm of the pinewood of Saint-Jean Cap-Ferrat.

S A I N T - P A U L  D E  V E N C E

T H E  M A S  D E  P I E R R E

At the foot of the famed village of Saint-Paul de Vence, the Mas de Pierre 
is a magnificent mansion adorned with private gardens. A walk in its 
paths, edged by olive trees, fruit trees and Provençal plants, reveals ca-
nals, artworks, a scented garden, a vegetable garden from where the chef 
draws the quintessence of the produce… This bucolic journey reveals hun-
dreds of lovingly cherished orchids in an old-fashioned greenhouse where 
a reading room welcomes guests. Further on, an aviary, housing tens of 
birds, each more beautiful than the last, adds to the garden’s charm. An 
area for playing boules has been laid out close by.  

G R A S S E

L A  B A S T I D E  S A I N T - A N T O I N E

The Bastide Saint-Antoine is part of the estates in Grasse which were 
constructed in the 18th century in the lower part of the mediaeval town, 
when the perfume industry was booming. It overlooks six hectares of wide 
terraces where hundreds of ancient olive trees grow, with massive trunks 
and knotted roots. When Jacques Chibois became the owner in 1994, eve-
rything had to be restored. The overall garden remains what it was at the 
end of the 19th century when the property belonged to one of the legen-
dary gardeners of the Côte d’Azur, a certain John Taylor. Taylor chose the 
elegant traditional home that is the Bastide Saint-Antoine, where natural 
grass, studded with bulbs and wild flowers replaces the green sward in the 
English style … He was probably the first to cover the façade of a building 
with climbers, not a Provençal practice, but an English one which gained a 
following in the region. Still today, a bougainvillea spreads its «floral lava» 
across the wall almost all year. A less well-known plant climbs at its side: a 
gorgeous red Cape Honeysuckle (Tecomaria Capensis). The fact that this 
plant which is highly susceptible to frost has survived for decades pro-
ves that the Bastide enjoys a particularly mild climate. The gardens of 
the Bastide have retained the characteristic layout of the old farms of 
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A  B I T  M O R E  N E W S

Born in Grasse, the capital of perfume, raised by his father who was the 
head gardener at the Villa Croisset, Jean Mus was sensitised to work well 
done and marked by the creative genius of artists, architects, decorators 
and landscape gardeners such as Ferdinand Bac who saw gardens like 
theatre set designs.
Initiated to the art of gardens at an early age, he came into context with 
many successful cultural and professional people which led him to study 
at the National Landscape School at Versailles. After a few years, drawing 
on this experience, he decided to open his first garden architecture office 
in 1967, in the middle of the jasmine and roses of Grasse. Far from the 
great cities, Jean Mus was eager to develop his activity - his art- with a 
select clientele. His gardens take nature to the level of the most beautiful 
architectural achievements for which the Côte d’Azur is famed.
 
Jean Mus established himself as someone with a sustainable develop-
ment approach and who responds to landscape and ecological continuity. 

More simply, he highlights good sense in private properties and estates: 
the Villa Fiorentina at SaintJeanCapFerrat, the Grand Hôtel at Cap Ferrat, 
Le Mas de Pierre at SaintPauldeVence, the Hôtel de Paris or the Jardin des 
Boulingrins in Monaco, the Fontaines Parfumées of LVMH in Grasse, the 
Jardin Exotique in Eze, the Polygone Riviera at CagnessurMer and the res-
toration and reconstitution of historical gardens... these are the evidence 
of this commitment.
 
Concerned about a future linked to an Art of living, Jean Mus became an 
ambassador «Côte d’Azur France». An indefatigable traveller, he knows 
how to acclimatise local flora and export the Mediterranean landscape 
everywhere in the world.
 
His desire to pass on his knowledge led him to 
sponsor and support many events, particularly 
the Côte d’Azur Garden Festival and its crea-
tive landscape competition, as Chair of the 
judges and the technical selection committee.
 
As the subject of many works, Jean Mus marks 
the end of 2018 with the launch of his latest 
book, Minéral Végétal, which compares two vi-
sions of the garden: that of an urban architect 
from the North, Jean-Michel Wilmotte with 
that of Jean Mus, a Mediterranean landscape 
gardener rooted in the Provençal soil.
 
www.jeanmus.fr

Grasse, with typically wide paths rolling down through the olive trees. Part 
of the agricultural buildings can still be seen: the old reservoir, the cold 
frames for winter, a small greenhouse. The olive groves are interspersed 
with cypress plantations and surrounded by borders of agapanthus, while 
the old well is adorned with purple passion-flowers. “Simplicity” is a word 
often used by Jacques Chibois to describe his ideal in cooking. «Sensory 
frugality gives birth to true elegance» suits what he does on these terraces 
as much as what he puts on a plate. The garden of the Bastide is indeed, 
as always, the image of its owner.

http://www.jeanmus.fr


1 7 6 3 -  1 7 6 4  N I C E
Tobias Smolett falls under Nice’s charms and becomes 
an ambassador for the area due to the publication of his 
work: “Travels Through France and Italy”

1 5 4 6  N I C E
Arrival of Franciscan monks at the Monastery of Cimiez 
and creation of a chessboard garden which can still be 
seen today.

1 8 3 0  N I C E
First floral parade (fore-runner of the Carnaval de Nice)

1 8 5 0  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R
First planting of palm trees (by Gustave Thuret) and mi-
mosa on the Côte d’Azur

1 8 5 3  N I C E
Alphonse Karr, novelist and journalist, sets up a flower-
growing business in Nice

1 8 6 4  C A N N E S
The 1st Acacia Dealbata planted in the gardens of the 
Château de la Bocca by the horticulturist Nabonnand
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T H E  G A R D E N S  O F  T H E 
C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R ,  A  L O N G 

H I S T O R Y …

1 8 6 7  ( > 1 8 7 0 )  N I C E
Start of the setting out of Valrose Park

1 8 7 3  N I C E
1st Carnaval de Nice (of the modern era)

1 8 8 7  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R
Stephen Liégeard publishes his book “Côte d’Azur”

1 8 9 5  V A L L A U R I S
Establishment of the Nérolium Cooperative  

1 9 0 7  ( > 1 9 1 2 )  S T  J E A N  C A P  F E R R A T
Start of work on the gardens of the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild

1 9 0 6  F R A N C E
Gardens categorised as Historical Monuments in French 
law

1 9 0 8  C A G N E S - S U R - M E R
Renoir falls under the spell of the olive trees of the Do-
maine des Collettes and moves in

1 9 1 2  M E N T O N
The Waterfield family buy the Clos du Peyronnet

1 9 1 6  M A N D E L I E U
Henry Clews buys the Château de la Napoule

1 9 2 1  C A N N E S  L A  B O C C A
Creation of Chanel N °5 by Ernest Baux

1 8 9 0  A N T I B E S
Establishment of the School of Horticulture

1 9 2 1  M E N T O N
Blasco Ibanez,  famous writer, goes into exile in Menton
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1 9 6 4  S A I N T  P A U L  D E  V E N C E
Joan Miró collaborates with the Maeghts on the creation 
of the Fondation Maeght: the Miró Garden

1 9 6 6  M E N T O N
The Natural History Museum buys the Garden of Val Rahmeh

1 9 9 4  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R
An inventory lists 300 gardens in the Département of the 
Alpes-Maritimes

1 9 9 9  P A Y S  D E  G R A S S E
The Fraternity of the Mimosa comes into being

2 0 0 1  V A R  E T  A L P E S - M A R I T I M E S
Création de l’itinéraire : « La Route du Mimosa »

2 0 0 4  F R A N C E
Establishment of the designation “Jardin Remarquable”

2 0 1 5  P A Y S  D E  G R A S S E
Submission to UNESCO of the application  “Knowledge 
about Perfume in the Pays de Grasse”

2 0 1 6  G R A S S E
Inauguration of the “Perfumed Fountains” - Dior- Vuitton 
- LVMH

2 0 1 7  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R
Establishment of the Festival of the Gardens of the Côte d’Azur

2 0 0 6  G R A S S E
Establishment of the Association “Unique Flowers of the 
Pays de Grasse”

2 0 0 3  M O U A N S - S A R T O U X 
Creation of the Gardens of the International Museum of Perfumery

2 0 0 3  F R A N C E
Establishment of “Rendez-vous aux Jardins” by the Mi-
nistry of Culture

1 9 2 4  M E N T O N
Lawrence Johnston, designer of the gardens of Hidcote 
Manor, starts work on acclimatising plants in the green-
houses and gardens at Serre de la Madone

1 9 2 5  M E N T O N
Ferdinand Bac completes the Garden des Colombières 
and publishes his book of the same name

1 9 2 7  P A Y S  D E  G R A S S E
Establishment of trial gardens for scented plants

1 9 3 1  M A N D E L I E U
Establishment of the first Mimosa Festival

1 9 3 3  M O N A C O
Inauguration of the Exotic Garden of Monaco

1 9 3 6  C A N N E S
Jean-Gabriel Domergue moves into the Villa Fiesole

1 9 4 9  E Z E
Start of work on the Exotic Garden

1 9 5 0  G R A S S E
Russell Page creates the garden of the Saint Jacques du 
Couloubrier Estate

1 9 4 6  A N T I B E S
The Thuret Garden becomes the National Institute for 
Agricultural Research (INRA)



S C E N T E D  F L O W E R S  I N 
T H E  P A Y S  D E  G R A S S E

The best-known French brands make the Pays de Grasse their own.
CHANEL has worked since the 70s in close collaboration with the MUL fa-
mily in Pégomas. Scented plant growers for generations, they harvest and 
process their produce on the property.
VUITTON and DIOR ( LVMH group) brought the Perfumed Fountains to 
the heart of Grasse in summer 2016, by opening the creative studios of 
two noses from Grasse, Jacques Cavalier-Belletrud and François Demachy, 
respectively the nose of VUITTON and of DIOR.
This was a chance for the VUITTON house to launch a first collection of 
perfumes by Jacques Cavalier-Belletrud.
At the same time, DIOR had recently renovated “La Colle Noire”, a château 
acquired by Christian Dior in 1951 in Monteauroux. This home was, for him, 
a real haven which he worked on with his own hands over a long period, 
where he grew the flowers he loved so much and which are already the 
signature of the perfumes of the house of Dior.
DIOR also worked with the Manon Estate to harvest scented flowers 
(“J’adore” perfume). 

“In Chanel’s Fields in Pégomas, in the Pays de Grasse”
Text: Lionel Paillès – Photographs: Pierre Even

Chanel N°5 was created by Ernest Beaux, a French parfumier 
who worked for the Russian Court, whom Gabrielle Chanel 
entrusted with the mission of creating her first perfume. To-
gether they invented “a woman’s perfume with a woman’s 
scent”, as she liked to call it...
Designed like a high fashion dress, Chanel N°5 was the first 
abstract perfume: breaking with the fashionable fragrances 
which were, more often than not, figurative (rose, jasmine, 
lilac), no identifiable dominant note is given off by its eighty 
components. 

Did you know? 
“Know-how about perfume in the Pays de Grasse” is a candidate for the 
World Intangible Heritage of Unesco. 
The “Living Heritage Association of the Pays de Grasse”, which has sub-
mitted the application, brings together all growers of scented plants, ex-
perts and workers in processing natural raw materials, the biggest French 
perfume houses, scientists, and local inhabitants, in the knowledge that 
several trades are endangered because there is no-one to carry them 
on. The application to register on the representative list of the Intangible 
World Heritage is because of the symbiosis of its three sectors: growing 
scented plants, knowledge of raw materials and how to process them and 
the art of composing a perfume.
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M O U A N S - S A R T O U X

T H E  G A R D E N S  O F  T H E 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P E R F U M E R Y 
M U S E U M

The gardens of the International Museum of Perfumery are a natural space 
filled with the aromas, perfumes and fragrances which are part of the es-
sence of the Pays de Grasse.  This former perfumer’s country house has a 
large estate of two hectares of fields. The traditional species used in per-
fumery are side by side with landscaped areas which are enjoyable to walk 
in all year. Designed in 2003 as a conservatory for the scented plants of the 
Pays de Grasse, in 2010 the gardens became a fun way of raising awareness 
for the International Museum of Perfumery.

G R A S S E

T H E  M A N O N  E S T A T E

Since the 1930s, the Biancalana family has been growing scented plants, 
and the tradition continues with the knowledge of centuries at work in an 
area fertile for their development and quality.
Carole and Hubert Biancalana, daughter and father, produce today scented 
plants (May roses, Jasmine, tuberose, lavandin) which are picked by hand. 
They love to show off their skills and introduce visitors on their guided 
tours to their trade as producers of scented flowers.
The house of DIOR works closely with Carole.

Meet
The Association “The Unique Flowers of the Pays de Grasse”, set up by Ca-
role Biancalana and Sébastien Rodriguez, both growers of scented plants, 
aims to disseminate, to all stakeholders in the floral sector, the rarity and 
richness of these scented flowers. The objectives are to develop, perpe-
tuate and expand an activity which is integral to the history of the Pays de 
Grasse.  This Association also assists new growers of scented plants to set 
up in the Pays de Grasse.
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G R A S S E

A U  P A Y S  D ’ A U D R E Y

Audrey and Thierry Bortolini welcome the public to the plots of scented 
plants located around their 18th century family farmhouse. Throughout 
the seasons, gourmet workshops are open, giving you the chance to taste 
the confections produced after the estate’s harvests.

T O U R R E T T E S - S U R - L O U P

L A  B A S T I D E  A U X  V I O L E T T E S

This little village of the Pays de Grasse is the only place in France where 
violets are grown as the sole or main crop. Since around 1880, agricultu-
ral activity in the community has essentially been devoted to this flower 
(there were up to 40 producers). The violet species grown in Tourrettes-
sur-Loup is Victoria. It is celebrated in March each year, at the Violet 
Festival. The Bastide aux Violettes is both a place of history and a living 
producer where the quality of Tourrettes violets is highlighted and its pro-
duction is described, particularly as regards new techniques suitable for 
environmental conservation. Here you can explore the history of Tour-
rettes, its land, its men and women, all the uses of the violet and observe 
the growers’ methods and the flower itself in high season. Outside, you 
can visit the greenhouses and explore the traditions and modern me-
thods applied to violet production.

Savoir-faire
Picking flowers takes place on a daily basis in winter. In February and March, 
the plantations are coloured violet and exude a powerful perfume. It is 
during peak production in spring, that the flowers for confectionery are 
harvested. The violets, after being delicately separated from their stems, 
are crystallised on the same day, on site or sent to other confectioneries 
for processing.
At the start of May and end of July, the leaves are cut and delivered that 
same day to the factories in Grasse where they are made into “concrete”, 
then “absolute” which go into many leading perfumes. 



G O U R D O N

T H E  P E R F U M E D  S P R I N G

Gourdon is a village, an eagle’s nest, located a few kilometres from Grasse. 
The gardens of the Château de Gourdon are not to be missed (see chapter 
on The Gardens of Chateaux). You will find distinctly local crafts and other 
shops on the little village streets. Just along the road from the village, 
there is a vast garden clinging to the rocky spur that is Gourdon, designed 
by Chantal Roux, director of the Galimard perfumery in Grasse, combining 
Alpine flowers with the finest and most typical species that Grasse’s sa-
voir-faire can provide: lavender, orange blossom, thyme, broom, jasmine 
and rose…     Plants and flowers are used in the production of perfumes 
and candles. The garden is intended to be a training-ground for student 
botanists who come here to learn the art of plant distillation. 

T O U R R E T T E S - S U R - L O U P

G A R D E N  O F  T H E  C O N F I S E R I E 
F L O R I A N 

It’s a Mediterranean garden with a natural feel, between a mountain and 
a river, at the entrance of the Gorges du Loup. In this wonderful refuge 
with a benign micro-climate, grow Seville orange trees almost a century 
old with their bitter fruit, the flowers of which were once harvested to be 
distilled in the family perfumery, now the Confiserie Florian.
There are terraces which make up a garden of cedar trees with delicate 
and scented fruits, the myrtle-leafed clementine (a rare specimen gif-
ted by the King of Morocco to the town of Menton), the grapefruit tree 
with yellow and pink fruit and the “citrange” which bears both lemons 
and oranges at the same time. There are also orange trees, lemon trees, 
mandarins, kumquats. Flowering bushes, climbing and pendulous roses, 
May roses, Provence roses, Tango roses, Grasse jasmine, verbena which 
the Confiseries use to make rose confit, acid drop sweets and crystallised 
flowers. Indeed, there are around eighty varieties of Mediterranean and 
aromatic plants: cistus, coronilla, freylinia, gaura, lavender, laurel, pistacia, 
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pittosporum, rosemary, wild and garden thyme… Depending on the sea-
son, the visitor can enjoy many variations of colour and aroma in these 
biodiverse surroundings.

V A L L A U R I S  G O L F E - J U A N

T H E  N É R O L I U M

This is a village which is famed for its know-how in ceramics, for the pre-
sence of the greatest names in the Arts and cinema; Napoleon has also 
crossed its paths, but it is less well known that the delicate orange blos-
som also played a part in its development.  
In fact, originating in a farming syndicate formed in 1895, the NERO-
LIUM co-operative started in 1904, under the name of “Société Coopé-
rative Agricole des Propriétaires d’Orangers des Alpes-Maritimes’’, as this 
co-operative included almost all the producers of the Alpes-Maritimes 
(almost 1200 members from Mougins, le Cannet, St-Jeannet, Le Bar-sur-
Loup, la Gaude, St-Laurent-du-Var, La Colle-sur-Loup etc. where there 
were also orange tree plantations.) Vallauris Golfe-Juan had the biggest 
plantation of Seville bitter oranges (citrus auriantium) in the region. The 
Seville orange tree bears several harvests and products per year. Oranges 
and other citrus fruit harvested at the start of the year are made into mar-
malades in the factory in Golfe-Juan. The orange blossom which is picked 
in May is distilled by the co-operative to make two products, Neroli essen-
tial oil (which goes into production of the world’s best known perfumes) 
and orange blossom water, used in baking. 1000 kg of blossom is needed 
to make 1 kg of Neroli. 

G R A S S E

F L O W E R  G A R D E N  O F  T H E 
F R A G O N A R D  F A C T O R Y

The Grasse Flower Factory is a high temple of perfumery and aromatic 
plants, set amidst a stunning garden overflowing with plants used in per-
fume-making, and open to the public. 2019’s star flower is lavender. Seven 
gardens make up a fragrant itinerary with a perfumery theme.
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P E R F U M E  F A C T O R Y  T O U R S 

Tourist perfumeries are open to the public and offer free guided 
tours so that visitors can partake in a fascinating experience of 
the mysterious alchemy of perfumes through the raw materials, 
the distillation, enfleurage, the skill of the perfumer and his crea-
tions, the tour concluding in the factory shop. 
 Some offer introductory classes to perfume-making which en-
able perfume lovers to create their own eau de toilette with the 
aid of a “Nose”.

GALIMARD
To celebrate the bicentenary of Napoleon’s arrival from Elba in 
2015, the Galimard perfumery in Grasse created the NAPOLEON 
scent complemented perfectly by the feminine perfume JOSE-
PHINE.

MOLINARD
The celebrated perfume creator Habanita made Molinard fa-
mous in 1921. After many years of adapting the recipe, Molinard 
returned to the original formula again in 2012.

FRAGONARD
The Maison Fragonard has always been synonymous with the 
scentscape of the Côte d’Azur. From the fresh sea breezes of the 
Mediterranean to the upland regions and their fields bursting 
with flowers, everything here works seamlessly together to ins-
pire the iconic scents of traditional French perfumery. Jasmine 
has been grown in Grasse since the 16th century, and is one of 
our region’s most emblematic flowers. Picked before day breaks, 
jasmine blossoms lend fragrances intense, creamy heart notes.

http://www.fragonard.com 


“ J A R D I N S 
R E M A R Q U A B L E S ”

O F  T H E  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R

T H E  L A B E L

The label “Jardin remarquable” acknowledges the quality of certain 
gardens and the efforts made in their presentation and welcome to the 
public. It can be awarded to gardens which are already protected by his-
torical monument registration. 
Created in 2004, this State label is awarded for a five-year period to parks 
and gardens which are open to the public, which are of historic aesthetic 
or botanical interest. This must be matched with exemplary maintenance 
procedures which respect the environment and a welcome which is at-
tentive to visitors’ needs. 

The fourteen gardens registered as “Jardins Remar-
quables” on the Côte d’Azur, vary greatly: mountain 
gardens, seaside gardens… Th²ey all enjoy the bene-
volent protection of passionate gardeners who, every 
day, work on some of the finest sites in this region.

• Botanic Garden de la Villa Thuret 
(public garden)

A N T I B E S

• Garden du vallon du Brec (private garden)
C O U R S E G O U L E S

• Exotic Garden (public garden)
E Z E

• Garden of the Fleurs de Poterie (private garden)
G A T T I È R E S

• Garden of the Villa Fort France (private garden)
G R A S S E

• Garden of the Château de La Napoule (public garden)
M A N D E L I E U - L A  N A P O U L E

• Arboretum Marcel Kroenlein (public garden)
R O U R E

• Garden of the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild
S A I N T - J E A N - C A P - F E R R A T

• Citronneraie du mas Flofaro (private garden)
• Garden of the Palais de Carnolès (public garden)
• Garden of Val Rahmeh (public garden)
• Serre de la Madone (public garden)

M E N T O N

• Botanic Garden (public garden)
• Parc Phoenix (public garden)

N I C E
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A N T I B E S

T H E  B O T A N I C  G A R D E N  O F  T H E 
V I L L A  T H U R E T

George Sand described it as “an Eden which seems to float on an immen-
sity.” Charmed by the climate and the wilderness that the Cap d’Antibes 
then was, Gustave Thuret, 19th century algologist and botanist, decided 
to set up home here. He bought an area of several hectares on which he 
created his botanical garden. From a network of correspondents across 
the entire globe, he imported many seeds which he acclimatised, inclu-
ding mimosa which has left a deep mark on the modern Côte d’Azur.
Since 1887, following a donation, it is the French government which conti-
nues Gustave Thuret’s work, as it became part of the Centre for Agricultu-
ral Research of Provence, which, in 1946, became the National Institute for 
Agricultural Research (INRA). A plant pathology service is available to hor-
ticulturalists. Research is also focused on replanting the Mediterranean 
forest which has been decimated by fires and the re-establishment of 
plant cover in areas affected by natural erosion, or seaspray which acti-
vates pollutants and town planning. The English garden respects Medi-
terranean seasons, without the need for summer watering, nor chemical 
products.  In this favoured place, great plants from all over the world co-
exist, such as the impressive and majestic eucalyptus. In fact, no less than 
2600 plants of different species and varieties currently inhabit the park 
which represents all the Mediterranean-type climates in the world. 



C O U R S E G O U L E S  ( P A Y S  D E  G R A S S E )

G A R D E N  O F  T H E  V A L L O N  D U 
B R E C

Nestling at an altitude of 1000 metres in the Pays de Grasse, the Garden 
of the Vallon du Brec offers a walk past a series of pools which are re-
markable as a group, like the pebble garden, inhabited by the sculptures 
of Jean Grisot, artist, sculptor and owner of the garden since 1992. It is 
planted with botanical varieties from China, Japan, and North America, 
old rose varieties and some of the plant varieties of the Côte d’Azur. The 
walk across the footbridges leads from one colour to another, one disco-
very to another and one can stop in painted wooden outhouses, which 
show an Asian influence, as one passes from one world to the next. Final-
ly, at the garden’s exit, the studio of Mitchell Marland, painter in oils on 
wood, can be visited.
For a more immersive visit, the property has bed and breakfast facilities. 
Co-owner and artist, Mitchell Darland is responsible for the interior de-
sign and the general layout of the Vallon du Brec. Inside the apartments 
are lamps, tables and original works of art which have been hand-crafted.

E Z E

E X O T I C  G A R D E N

George Sand said of the Exotic Garden at Eze:
“It’s a fairy tale on the corniche.”
This dizzying garden, set out between 1949 and 2005, needed the labour 
of men and donkeys to bring materials and plants almost 430 metres 
above the Mediterranean.  Created by Jean Gastaud, agricultural engineer, 
the garden, part of which was reworked by Jean Mus, has several species 
of succulent plants, as well as xerophytes and plants from wet regions 
around the caves and waterfall. 
The pathways are lined with clay sculptures by Jean Philippe Richard, 
highlighting the fact that this is a place apart, which lends itself to contem-
plation. 
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G A T T I È R E S

T H E  G A R D E N S  O F  T H E  F L E U R S 
D E  P O T E R I E

This 1500m2 garden in the Nice area, has twelve ancient olive trees, plus 
more than 800 rare plants and … flowers made of pottery and clay by 
the ceramicist Anne-Marie Doloire, owner of the site, who started work 
here in 1982. Flowers are in bloom throughout the year within these walls 
adorned with urns, marbles, shells and coral in clay. It is a fun and fe-
minine garden which has a vegetable garden with ancient and unusual 
varieties of tomato. 
The workshop by the garden is part of the visit and you can buy pottery 
there too. An introduction to how to take cuttings is also available.

G R A S S E

G A R D E N  O F  T H E  V I L L A  F O R T 
F R A N C E

Passed from a successful English author, Lady Fortescue, a collector of 
rare plants and author of the best-seller “Perfume from Provence” to the 
Courcel family, the terraces of the garden of the Villa Fort France are a 
refuge for 1000 different rare plants such as the famous Chinese sequoia, 
one of the oldest trees on the planet. 
The garden is designed around a charming villa from the 30s, and is wor-
ked each day with all the creativity of its artist proprietor.
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M A N D E L I E U - L A  N A P O U L E

T H E  G A R D E N  O F  T H E  C H Â T E A U

In 1916 the American artist and sculptor, Henry Clews bought the ruins of 
the Château de la Napoule, located by the seaside. With his wife, he then 
undertook the major task of restoring the building in order to use it to 
host shows and exhibitions. On these four hectares of land, the couple 
returned their splendour to the gardens of the château: alternating En-
glish and French layouts, a Venetian garden, a Roman garden and even a 
Moorish garden, the variety of garden designs is simply dizzying. The final 
imprint of the couple on this garden is further evidence of their eclecti-
cism: the mausoleum where they lie united for eternity, in a quiet corner.
The Château de la Napoule protects and conserves today the cultural 
and historical heritage of Henry and Marie Clews. It is dedicated to the 
promotion of art and international cultural exchanges, The Clews Center 
for the Arts undertakes to support and inspire talent and artistic creation.
It is also used today as an artists’ residence.  

M E N T O N

T H E  C I T R O N N E R A I E  O F  T H E  M A S 
F L O F A R O

Planted in the 1950s on the hill of the Annonciade, the Citronneraie (le-
mon orchard) of the Mas Flofaro aims to preserve the emblematic lemon 
variety of the city of Menton. Bought by François Mazet, former rally driver, 
it hosts 450 trees of the famous Menton lemon “le citron de Menton”, the 
most famous lemon, sought by Michelin-starred chefs as well as many 
other citrus trees. Olive trees complete a scene rich in aromas, while 800 
tropical plants give a touch of originality. This terraced garden is valuable 
evidence of the importance of the lemon in the customs of the city of 
Menton.



M E N T O N

G A R D E N  O F  T H E  P A L A I S  D E 
C A R N O L È S

Formerly the villa of the Princes of Monaco, constructed by architects 
Cotte and Gabriel in the 18th century, the Palais Carnolès was surroun-
ded by gardens of orange and lemon trees, flower gardens and vegetable 
gardens. The present collection of citrus trees was planted from 1970 
onwards, thanks to the National Institute for Agricultural Research in Cor-
sica, which has restored its former glory.  This is an ode to citrus, with 137 
varieties on the site, including 24 sweet oranges (citrus sinensis), 6 Seville 
oranges (citrus aurantium) and 6 lemon trees (citrus limon). The collection 
of the Palais de Carnolès is a testing ground for integrated pest manage-
ment.  In 1999, the French Conservatory of Special Collections recognised 
the lemon collection of this garden as worthy of note. 

M E N T O N

G A R D E N  O F  V A L  R A M E H

Laid out on a small plot acquired by Lord Radcliffe, former Governor of 
Malta, the garden of Val Rameh was bought in 1966 by the Natural His-
tory Museum with the aim of providing an ethnobotanical garden. 1400 
different species - medicinal plants, spices, bamboos – are planted over 
1.5 hectares. There is a huge collection of magic and medicinal plants, a 
bamboo plantation, spices and citrus …  A profusion of species and varie-
ties make this a true botanical round-the-world trip.
Among the most spectacular plants, there is the precious sophora toro-
miro, from Easter Island, the only known specimen in the world which 
grows outdoors.
As a final magical touch, the story goes that Val Rameh was the name of 
an Indian woman whom Lord Radcliffe married.
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M E N T O N

S E R R E  D E  L A  M A D O N E

The greenhouse garden, Serre de la Madone was recognised as a Histori-
cal Monument in 1990, and became part of the Conservatoire du Littoral 
in 1999. These awards show the importance of this garden, a place where 
plants have been acclimatised since Lawrence Johnston planted the 
plants he had found on his voyages. Even to this day, some have not been 
identified with any certainty! Others, like the sycamore fig, one of the first 
trees to be domesticated by man, are real treasures of the world’s flora.
Lawrence Johnston, an American who had been naturalised as British, 
spent 30 years (from 1924 to 1954) acclimatising rare plants he brought 
from his far-flung voyages in Menton – a great many are still to be conclu-
sively identified. A great gardener, designer of the Hidcote Manor garden 
in England, he was able to acclimatise the most curious plants, like the 
Chinese Mahonias, and to discover rare species, like the sycamore fig, a 
biblical tree which is probably one of the earliest domesticated fruit trees 
in Ancient Egypt. The garden follows the contour of the landscape and is 
organised in themed terraces punctuated with statues and fountains.  It 
became a Historical Monument in 1990, and was acquired by the Conser-
vatoire du Littoral in 1999. After a few years of neglect, a vast programme 
of restoration was launched to preserve these exceptional collections.  
This 7-hectare garden, site of botanical and artistic discovery, is a magical 
place for a walk. 

N I C E

T H E  B O T A N I C  G A R D E N

A park owned by the City of Nice, the Botanic Garden is located on a 
hillside on the banks of the Var. it offers a vast panorama from the Mer-
cantour over to the Estérel. Opened to the public in 1991, it is like an 
open-air museum. Today it has 3500 plant specimens in 40 zones across 
the garden, thus recreating the flora of the 5 continents (Africa, America, 
Asia, Australia and Europe) and fulfilling the role of a conservatory.
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N I C E

P A R C  P H O E N I X

Parc Phoenix contains plants, and also many animals. A member of the 
Association of Zoological Parks of France, it has 3,000 animals on display. 
That’s why a walk in the paths of the park is more than just a botanical 
exploration - iguanas and peacocks live here in peaceful co-existence.
At the heart of the garden there is one of the biggest pyramidal green-
houses in the world. In its 7000 m² area, this greenhouse accommodates 
the flora and fauna of 7 tropical and subtropical climates, from equatorial 
forest to African Savannah. There are more than 2500 plant species.
The park extends over 7 hectares in the heart of the city.

R O U R E

A R B O R E T U M  M A R C E L 
K R O E N L E I N

Created by a director of the Exotic Garden of Monaco, Marcel Kroenlein, 
the arboretum of the same name at Roure is the only arboretum at high 
altitude in Europe. From 1280 to 1600 metres in altitude, it enjoys the 
benefits of an alpine climate, sheltering deciduous and coniferous trees 
from mountainous areas all over the world, which can be admired in the 
company of a mountain guide, available all year round. It is said to be a 
“Green Cathedral” as it hosts, over 6 hectares, more than 2300 species of 
flowers, plants, bushes, trees (epicea, larch, Scots pine, juniper, briar, etc.).
The arboretum is also dedicated to Land Art – “The Tree and Art”. Michèle 
Ramin, director of the site, offers space in the Arboretum every year to 
artists where they can install work which will disappear over time and 
seasons. 
You can have a picnic at the Prince’s Table, as Prince Albert of Monaco 
comes every year to see the new art installations.

S A I N T - J E A N - C A P - F E R R A T

V I L L A  E P H R U S S I  D E 
R O T H S C H I L D

The Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild offers a walk through the nine gardens 
which surround it, through colonnades, waterfalls, pools, flower beds, 
shady paths and rare tree species: the Florentine garden, the Spanish gar-
den, the French garden, exotic, rockery, Japanese, Provençal, rose garden 
and finally the Sèvres garden.

The creation of the gardens took 5 years’ work, from 1907 to 1912. As with 
the Villa, renowned designers were involved, such as Harold Peto (some 
of whose plans can be seen in the Villa Museum). Much in demand as a 
landscape gardener in Europe and the USA, he built his reputation by 
designed classically inspired gardens. Scents and splendours of species, 
diversity in planting delight the visitor, amazed and charmed by so much 
dazzling vegetation. To enter this Eden is to set sail around the world. You 
are on a transatlantic cruise.



P R I V A T E  G A R D E N S

Botany enthusiasts, lovers of gardens, some individual proprietors ma-
naged to turn their gardens into real treasures. They are willing to open 
the doors of their properties or estates to the public, some for a few 
weeks, or a few days to share their work, knowledge, experience or sim-
ply their pleasure.

C A G N E S - S U R - M E R

P R O P R I É T É  M A R R O

The garden of the  “Marro” property is the history of a family. The 
great-grandfather of the current owner, initially a reaper, born in 1878 in 
Italy, settled in Cagnes-sur-Mer as a market-gardener, buying the first plot 
of land in 1928, on which he built the existing house. The grandfather cut 
down on the production of vegetables, and replaced part of the vege-
table garden with a plantation of agapanthus and replaced the vines with 
fruit and ornamental trees: pine, carob, cedar! The garden was comple-
mented, over the years, by a topiary crown, ball and armchair, as well as a 
rose garden containing more than a hundred species. 

This garden has retained its original irrigation canals which are now used 
to drain away rainwater. The two wells are used to water the plants for an 
hour each day and supply the water jets and fountains. Watering methods 
are the same as those of a hundred years ago.
You will also see in the garden the press, ram and tanks still used to make 
wine. As for the fork, pick, spades, and the wooden planters belonging to 
the grandfather – they are still in use ...

Nothing goes to waste here, everything is put to good use: trees cut down 
become furniture or are used for heating and sawdust and chips are used 
for mulching, old rusty nails are thrown into the plants and pebbles which 
are dug up provide drainage for roots when planting!
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• Le Clos du Peyronnet
• Les Colombières
• La Citronneraie (see Jardins Remarquables)
• L’Esquinade

M E N T O N

P R I V A T E  G A R D E N S 
W H I C H  W I L L  B E  O P E N 
T O  T H E  P U B L I C  O N 
T H E  C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R :

• Villa Noailles (Grasse)
• Domaine de la Royrie (Grasse)
• Domaine Saint Jacques de Coloubrier (Grasse)
• Villa Fort France (Grasse)
• Vallon du Brec (Coursegoulles) 
• La Bouscarella (Châteauneuf de Grasse)
• La Mouissone
• Le Mas des Pivoines

P A Y S  D E  G R A S S E

• L’Argelière
L A  G A U D E

• Propriété Marro
C A G N E S - S U R - M E R
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C H Â T E A U N E U F - D E - G R A S S E

G A R D E N  O F  T H E  B O U S C A R E L L A

A former olive grove, the Bouscarella, meaning “Little Warbler”, is hewn 
out of the rocky bars of the hill of Saint-Jaume, just outside Châteauneuf. 
Fourteen restored terraces, bathed by waterfalls, give the location its at-
traction.  
By the end of the World War I, the garden had become a flower garden, 
but vestiges of its agricultural past guided its design, an English-style 
landscape with water features. Great travellers, lovers of gardens, Nicole 
and Jean-François de Chambrun created an environment made up of 
paths and contrasts where rare specimens rub shoulders with local plants 
(more than 2500 species!). No pesticides here.
The 14 embankments in the “nez parfait” style, the piles of sleepers which 
support the terraces, adorned with majestic blue iris and rose bushes, each 
offer something different without ever seeming to have been planted, 
pondered, studied. The orchard, beside a small farm with a conserved 
threshing floor, the majestic cypress trees, punctuated by centuries-old 
olive trees and the coloured palettes of the varying blooms make the 
Garden of the Bouscarella a timeless visit. Its owners are keen to retain 
“the feel of a Grasse farm from before World War I.”

G R A S S E

D O M A I N E  D E  L A  R O Y R I E

Founded in the 15th century on the initiative of the monks of Lérins, then 
gifted in 1437 to “Good King René”, the Duke of Anjou and a lover of good 
food, the olive oil producing estate of la Royrie has come down to us over 
the centuries. South-facing, sheltered from the wind, the olive grove is 
intended to be a “garden laid out by history”. Genuine original terraces, 
inhabited by olive trees many centuries old, bear witness to this ambition. 
This organic farm of 300 trees over 2 hectares produces an oil which is 
prized by connoisseurs. The entire estate is today classified with a protec-
ted designation of origin and Organic Agriculture registration.  



Local flora is particularly highlighted in this most beautiful estate to which 
Monique and Lionel Brault have restored its former glory. Lavander, ane-
mones, rosemary, cistus, Provençal gorse, to name but a few, grow among 
the ancient caillette olive trees, which bear the “petite olive niçoise” (the 
little Nice olive). 
A herb garden recalls the initial vocation of the estate, where the concept 
of oleology was born, applying the principles of œnology to olive oil. 
The Domaine de la Royrie offers an educational and fun tour by appoint-
ment. The owners of the Domaine will bring local history alive for you, will 
help you explore Mediterranean flora, will tell you about the daily lives 
of 19th century peasants, introduce you to tree-cutting skills, to hand-
picking of flowers and the production of olive oil. Each tour concludes 
with a taste of organic produce from the orchard and vegetable garden. 

G R A S S E

G A R D E N  O F  T H E  D O M A I N E 
S A I N T  J A C Q U E S  D U 
C O U L O U B R I E R

The story goes that this garden gets its name from the grass-snake “cou-
leuvre”, which is common in the wilds around here.  This vast space of 8 
hectares, which was originally designed by the landscape gardener Russel 
Page in 1950 for a press baron, was abandoned for a long time. Taken over 
in 2005 by Stephen Butt and his wife, the garden has today recovered its 
splendour. 
The garden of “les possibles”. Designed by the head gardener, Pierre Jean-
jean, the Couloubrier garden is constantly being enriched with new plant 
species. Wisteria, citronella and jasmine, olive trees, holm oaks and citrus 
make up, with the rose bushes, zones perfectly adjusted to their micro-cli-
mate and fill this garden with discovery after discovery.  A greenhouse 
dedicated to bulbs recalls the traditions of the perfumes of Grasse, while 
a fountain and a vast stretch of water enclose a promenade of surprises.

G R A S S E

V I L L A  N O A Ï L L E S

“There are gardens which are said to be scented. I would say that this 
one sings.” This is how Charles de Noailles, patron of the arts, producer 
and collector of the first half of the 20th century, described his garden 
in Grasse. It surrounds a Franciscan country house dating from the 18th 
century, which he acquired in 1923. 
However, it was not until 1947 that the Vicomte de Noailles set up home in 
this location, described by Ferdinand Bac as “a patriarchal country house 
of the 18th century, with its court and nymphaeum, little rustic waterfalls, 
its cypress and myrtle grove on the hillsides.”  From then on, looking after 
the garden kept Charles de Noailles occupied until his death in 1981. 
A place where everything makes perfect sense. Preserving the terraced 
olive grove intact, the garden is structured around the spring which 
Charles de Noailles said was, “The most important thing in my garden.”  
From terraces to pools, the place is punctuated by plantings combining 
English and Italian styles, at the heart of which rare species of camellia 
can be found (an autumn variety, the camellia Sasanqua, in fact bears 
the de Noailles name).  This surprising garden, with changing moods, but 
constantly peaceful, is not unlike the Vicomte, not chatty, but more in-
clined to express himself in his horticultural art than in the society parties 
given by his wife, Marie-Laure.  Restored at the start of the 1990s, the gar-
den was registered as a Historical Monument in December 1996. 

G R A S S E

L A  M O U I S S O N E

On a hillside, at 400 metres of altitude, the Domaine de la Mouissone 
stretches over three hectares and offers a breath-taking panorama 
over the surrounding countryside and the Mediterranean from Nice to 
Théoule-sur-Mer at the other end of the Département!
Strangely, this property, planted with ancient olive trees, takes its name 
from a local variety of fig, la Carica Mouissona.  Formerly a dependency 
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of the Villa Saint-Georges, property of the famous perfumer from Grasse, 
Léon Chiris, the estate produces its own organic olive oil, under its origin 
protected label, which can be tasted and purchased in the nearby shop.  
The owner, Lady Lockett invites her visitors on a real journey at the whim 
of the essences which she plants where she thinks best, following the 
constraints of nature and the soil.  15 years of work have been needed 
to restore the terraces and tame the 100 metres slope of the property, 
now punctuated by themed gardens.  The buildings edged with lawns and 
beds are located on flat surfaces, while garrigue and woodland cover the 
steeper areas.  A bamboo plantation, with cool shade, contrasts with the 
arid areas inhabited by succulents.  Two vegetable gardens conclude the 
tour, one lurking in the shade and the second in full sun. These provide 
the estate’s fruit and vegetables.  Visits to this garden of the Mouissone 
are by arrangement, bubbling, as it is, with projects. Its constant develop-
ment and exceptional panorama make it a pleasure to see and see again. 

G R A S S E

L E  M A S  D E  P I V O I N E S

Le Mas des Pivoines is one and a half hectares of gardens and terraces, 
around a restored country house, dating from the early 19th century. 
Lucile and Marcel Barrault, the proprietors, have created “a simple garden 
with a country atmosphere,” which means there are no hedges or enclo-
sures. This allows you to enjoy the landscape of Grasse to the full, all the 
way along the terraces edged with iris and rockery plants. 
There is a sequence of gardens, separated by arches sculpted with 
rambling roses and vines. 
Further along, a country park combines species, bark, blooms and au-
tumn foliage. It is a delight to the eyes.
A playful stream runs along the bottom of the park.
In this garden, peonies from the world over are to be found. The vene-
rable “Duchesse de Morny” opens the floral ball in April. Some of these 
plants bear 130 to 140 flowers! They are followed by their arborescent and 
herbaceous sisters whose brilliance rivals the roses and iris. 
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L A  G A U D E

G A R D E N  O F  L ’ A R G E L I È R E

A private estate located at the edge of an oak and pine wood, the Gardin 
of l’Argelière hosts almost 1200 species over 3000 m2. 
Organised in terraces, it holds a collection of old and botanical roses 
which illuminate spring. From the rose of Provence to Mermaid via Buff 
Beauty, these roses, climbing through the trees or covering a pergola lend 
the garden a fairy-tale appearance. 
Cloches and a little greenhouse host the most fragile tropical plants.  
Lysiane Offerhaus, the owner of this fine garden, uses neither pesticides 
nor chemical fertilisers, allowing wild plants to co-exist with her protégés, 
to maintain a balance which promotes the eco-system.
Little pools, with their aquatic flora and fauna, complete this interesting 
garden.

M E N T O N

T H E  G A R D E N  D E S  C O L O M B I È R E S

The Garden des Colombières is the work of Ferdinand Bac (1859-1952), 
a German born in Stuttgart, grandson of King Jerome of Westphalia. He 
studied at the Beaux-Arts in Paris.
With a true artist’s soul, he was a successful painter, drawer and carica-
turist who also excelled in interior design, architecture and landscape 
gardening. He launched the Colombières project in 1919, finishing in 1927. 
The property, an olive plantation of six hectares, had been acquired by his 
friends, the Ladan-Bockairy family.
A walk in this garden is a voyage around the classical Mediterranean, 
where Greek mythology comes to life. Ferdinand Bach recreates the tales 
of Ulysses over an initiatory route studded with 15 locations. Dotted with 
outbuildings, sculptures, mosaics and frescoes, they are dedicated to fi-
gures such as Nausicaa, Orpheus, Nikea, Nymphea... These buildings have 
been constructed in such a way as to frame remarkable viewpoints over 
the sea and the bay, or to highlight the extraordinary plants in the garden, 
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M E N T O N

J A R D I N  D E  L ’ E S Q U I N A D E

Esquinade means ‘crab’ in the local dialect. Located in the newly-built 
Super Garavan district, this original, authentic garden is the archetype of 
a collector’s garden.  Simone and Edouard Mazzola bought a small valley 
of just under a hectare in 1972 at a time when the motorway was being 
built.  They soon landscaped the small valley, turning it into a new garden. 
With its gentle sloping landscape and stream, the Jardin de l’Esquinade is 
home to a collection of high quality plants, encompassing no fewer than 
160 varieties of citrus fruits (of note are the lemon trees, including the fa-
mous Menton variety), 130 species of palm tree and an array of fruit trees, 
herbs and spices. The garden also features a rich collection of hibiscus, 
mimosa and several ornamental species and exceptional plants from the 
Caribbean, all coming together in an explosion of colours and fragrances.

like an unusual olive tree or a particularly slender cypress or a thousand-
year-old carob. 
A registered historical monument, the garden has been completely res-
tored at its owner’s initiative, with the aid of the State and, particularly, the 
Departmental Council of the Alpes-Maritimes.

M E N T O N

L E  C L O S  D U  P E Y R O N N E T

Le Clos du Peyronnet is the work of the Waterfield family. It is the last 
garden in Menton which has remained in one family, now in its third ge-
neration, for more than a century. In 1912, Derick and Barbara Waterfield 
acquired 5000 m2 which was already planted with olive trees and some 
exotic plants fashionable at the end of the 19th century, such as palms 
and nolinae. They started by developing a “wild garden” without much 
real commitment. Around 1950, Humphrey, their son, painter and lands-
cape designer, gave the garden its Italianate soul and structure. He drew 
perspectives, outlined zones: water garden, orchard, vegetable garden… 
and collected rare plants with his friend, Lawrence Johnston. From 1971, 
William Waterfield, the current owner and nephew of Humphrey, pursues 
this family dream, enriching the collections in accordance with the site 
and the historic structures. Le Clos is at once a collector’s garden – with 
particular points of horticultural interest, like the Pelargonium, Bauhinia, 
Oreopanax, subtropical fruits (there are 8 different avocado varieties) and 
especially a great collection of winter-flowering bulbs grown in pots - and 
a Mediterranean garden craftily designed with pools, pergolas and stairs 
where stone and water combine (the water stairway descends through a 
sequence of five pools with the sea as the sixth and final step). 
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A N T I B E S

V I L L A  E I L E N R O C

Writing about Eilenroc, George Sand said, “One is in an Eden which seems 
to float on an immensity.”
The construction of the Villa Eilenroc took place from 1860 to 1867 but 
the park at that time was little more than scrubland. It was 1873, when the 
property was acquired by the wealthy Scotsman, James Wyllie, that he 
had the gardens laid out with an exceptional quality of planting by such 
famed gardeners as Ringuisen.
After changing hands several times, the Villa was purchased by the Beau-
monts who brought in the landscape gardener, Jacques Greber, consul-
tant for the Universal Exhibition in New York in 1939, to restructure the im-
mense 11-hectare tyres and restore its glory. Madame Beaumont donated 
the property to the city of Antibes Juan-les-Pins in 1982.

G A R D E N S  O F  T H E 
S T A T E L Y  H O M E S  O F  T H E 

C Ô T E  D ’ A Z U R

B E A U L I E U - S U R - M E R

T H E  V I L L A  K É R Y L O S

Théodore Reinach, financier, politician, archaeologist, mathematician and 
art critic commissioned the villa in 1902 from Emmanuel Pontremoli, an 
architect with a passion for Greek civilisation.  Kerylos, which means “tern” 
in Greek, is the re-creation of the home of a ship-builder from Delos, west 
of Mykonos, in the second century BC.  Built on a promontory, a stone’s 
throw from the sea, it is a unique and timeless setting.  The Mediterranean 
garden around it follows the same philosophy. It takes you on a Mediter-
ranean voyage through the olive trees, vines and pomegranates, in the 
shade of the pines and cypress trees, the palms and papyrus. Pink laurels, 
iris and myrtle provide colour, as was found on the shores of the classical 
Aegean Sea.

B E A U S O L E I L

T H E  W I N T E R  G A R D E N  O F  T H E 
R I V I E R A  P A L A C E 

A Garden in Winter. Constructed in 1898 by architect Georges Chedane 
on behalf of the Société Internationale des Grands Hôtels et Wagons-Lits, 
who already owned the legendary Orient Express, this imposing building 
was a luxury hotel.  Located at an altitude of 180 metres, its panoramic 
view stretches from Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat to the Italian capes. 
Formerly a rack-railway, long since gone, enabled the wealthy residents 
direct access to the Casino of Monte-Carlo, below. 
The conservatory, designed by Gustave Eiffel, was intended for winter 
celebrations for hotel residents. 900 metres2, it houses many tropical 
plants, in planters or pots of brilliant ceramic, combined, here and there, 
with a large collection of rare flowers. 
The contrast between the luxuriant exotic vegetation and its exterior Me-
diterranean counterpart contributed to the refinement of the hotels of 
the day on the Côte d’Azur.

G A R D E N S  T O  S E E

• Villa Eilen Roc - Antibes
• Villa Kérylos - Beaulieu-sur-Mer
• Riviera Palace - Beausoleil
• Villa Domergue & Villa Rothschild - Cannes
• Villa Masséna - Nice
• Maria Séréna - Menton



33

C A N N E S

V I L L A  D O M E R G U E

At the heart of a pinewood, sloping down to the Bay of Cannes, the ar-
tist, painter, print-maker, sculptor, Jean-Gabriel Domergue set up home 
in 1936. He built a Villa named “Fiesole”, where he created the first pos-
ter for the Cannes Festival. Inventor in 1920 of the “Fashion Salon by Ar-
tists”, great organiser of parties, balls and luxurious galas, Jean-Gabriel 
Domergue said, “I would like to have been Le Nôtre, and create a living ar-
chitecture of lawns, rare trees and pruned box… and in such gardens that I 
had come up with, I would have put on magnificent shows and extraordi-
nary firework celebrations.” The garden is of Florentine inspiration and its 
focal point is a large stairway edged by cypress and columns which adds a 
spectacular edge to the garden’s architecture. Laid out in terraces planted 
with cypress, pine and Mediterranean plants, the garden was designed 
by Domergue himself. It is further adorned with pools and waterfalls di-
rectly inspired by the Villa d’Este, near Rome.  Its paths are populated 
by artworks in stone and bronze by Domergue’s wife, Odette, who was a 
sculptor and who designed the wrought-iron gate onto the terrace 
According to the owners’ wishes, the Villa and part of its collections were 
left to the city of Cannes in 1973. The Domergues repose in the mauso-
leum they designed in their garden.

C A N N E S

V I L L A  R O T H S C H I L D

Bettina de Rothschild (1858-1892) commissioned this Villa where she en-
tertained politicians, artists and friends, such as Chopin and Ingres. 
The Villa, which today accommodates the Multi-Media Library of Cannes, 
is located in a huge estate which was enlarged over the years. 
Levelled and planted with ornamental species (particularly palms, date-
palms, araucaria and magnolias), the garden was not to Alphonse de Ro-
thschild’s taste so he had his gardener make it over. 
It was a Mecca for the high life. Around a gently sloping central lawn, alleys 
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wind, which you itch to walk down to see the Villa as a whole. 
It has a country feel and there are several valuable specimens and nume-
rous varieties of species on display (Cycads, palms, conifers…). 
The Villa also has a little waterfall supplied by the River Siagne.
World War II saw the end of the lavish parties and the garden fell into de-
cline until the City of Cannes took on its use in 1947.

Therapeutic Garden
Today, a part of the garden is devoted to those affected by Alzheimer’s di-
sease. An olfactory circuit has been installed to enable work on memory 
through smell.

N I C E

V I L L A  M A S S É N A

Victor Masséna, grandson of the Imperial Marshal, commissioned the ar-
chitect Aaron Messiah in 1898 to build him a palace nestling in an 8000 
m2 park on the Promenade des Anglais. Today it is the Masséna Museum. 
The park was designed by Edouard André, who transformed landscape 
gardening towards the end of the 19th century with his writings and crea-
tions. He combined vast beds of flowers and perennials (camellia and 
box) with more luxurious plants, like palms, cycads and orange trees, in 
particular. He suggested paths which meander through the trees offering 
the stroller cool and elegant shade, most valuable in Nice. 
In 2007, very sensitive restoration of these historical gardens contributed 
to giving this fine aristocratic home a magnificent green setting. It is de-
signed in three parts: the courtyard in the north, the French garden on the 
east and the large lawn to the south of the Villa. Classical paths with a bit 
of English inspiration mixed in.

M E N T O N

M A R I A  S É R É N A

Close to the Italian border, the garden of this villa, said to have been built 
for Ferdinand de Lesseps, designer of the Suez Canal, to Charles Garnier’s 
plan, enjoys one of the mildest micro-climates in France where the tem-
perature never falls below 5°C, even in the hardest winter. This climatic 
peculiarity makes this garden a true botanical treasure island.  
Over a hectare, majestic palm trees from all over the world, giant Stre-
litzia (Bird of Paradise), exuberant cycads, punctuate this garden which 
also contains its own observatory.  Plants, which would normally be grown 
in greenhouses, grow here in the open air (like the Canary Islands Dra-
gon-Tree, the only specimen of this species which grows outside in France 
and the astonishing silk-floss tree, Chorisia speciosa) and are the essence 
of this garden. There is also a twisting canal, adorned with aquatic plants. 

S A I N T  J E A N  C A P  F E R R A T 

V I L L A  E P H R U S S I  D E 
R O T H S C H I L D 

(See Jardins Remarquables)
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T H E  G A R D E N S
O F  T H E  C H Â T E A U X

G O U R D O N

T H E  C H Â T E A U  O F  G O U R D O N

Perching almost 500 metres above the Gorges du Loup, facing the Medi-
terranean, Gourdon enjoys a spectacular location, overlooked by a châ-
teau the foundations of which date back to the 12th century.  The design 
of the château’s gardens was created by Le Nôtre, Louis XIV’s gardener. 
The lord of the castle, Louis le Lombard, had terraces constructed and soil 
brought in, since at that altitude and on such a slope, they were needed 
to complete the job. Box, ancient lime-tree and Judas trees adorn the 
main terrace, set off beautifully by pools.  
The Italian terrace shows off its green chiaroscuro of lawn and box hedges 
while the walls are clad in snapdragons and valerian. 
A medicinal garden adds to this verdant space, backing onto the southern 
façade of the château. Here, the aromatic plants and medicinal herbs 
grow around the sundial designed by Tobie Loup de Viane in 1972. 
In the gaps in the ramparts nestle the typical plants of this area. Juniper, 
rosemary, briar, sage, cistus and lavender make up a Provençal garden, 
flooded with sun. 

M A N D E L I E U – L A  N A P O U L E

T H E  C H Â T E A U  O F  L A  N A P O U L E 

(See the Jardins Remarquables)

M O U A N S - S A R T O U X

T H E  G A R D E N  O F  T H E  C H Â T E A U

The landscape gardener Gilles Clément has designed several concepts 
which are expressed in the different areas of this garden. A beautiful stage, 
for summer festivities, is the starting-point for visitors while the “Garden 
of the Seven Colours” rubs shoulders with a meadow with fig-trees and 
olive trees. A terrace of wisteria and flowering plum-trees, to the north of 
the château, leads to the other areas. This allowed the architect to play 
off the contrasts between a “Garden Clearing” around the château and 
a “Transparent Wood” subtly punctuated by stone plinths lead to a little 
bridge over the Rougon. Following the topography of the location, the 
park offers a permanent cycle of blossom, which brings visitors time and 
again in search of a walk, repose or meditation. 
Educational workshops created by Marc Barani as well as a children’s 
playground, complete what is a stunning experience.



T H E  M O N A S T I C  P A R K S 
A N D  G A R D E N S
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S A O R G E

T H E  G A R D E N S  O F  T H E  M O N A S T E R Y 

An important stronghold on the route linking Nice to Turin via the pass 
of Tende (the Salt Road), Saorge was busy with people passing through. 
It is here, above the village and the gorges of the Roya that Franciscan 
monks founded a convent in 1633 where they established a 3-hectare 
garden with a magnificent viewpoint to the valley of the Bendola. The 
monastery gardens are laid out in terraces on a steep slope. Each terrace 
is supported by low vaulted walls, known as “voutains”. One of these is 
adorned by pergolas of vine, around a small oratory, while another holds 
the reservoir of water, indispensable for the plantations. A great part of 
these gardens, which exude serenity, was given over to vegetable produc-
tion. This fed the residents on writing retreats, thus taking its place in the 
purest subsistence tradition of monasteries. 
The micro-climate of Saorge enables the cultivation of a wide range of 
vegetables and aromatic, culinary and medicinal plants, making this a sui-
table place for educating people about traditional practices. 

N I C E

T H E  G A R D E N S  O F  T H E 
M O N A S T E R Y  O F  C I M I E Z

In 1546 the Franciscans of the Observance set up in Cimiez. Here, on the 
hill chosen by the romans as capital of the Province of the Alpes-Ma-
ritimes, they established a checkerboard garden, following the rules of 
Albert the Great (1193-1280) for monastic gardens. 
The design for these 9,550 m2 of vegetable gardens and orchards has not 
changed since its foundation, making this monastery garden one of the 
oldest, if not the oldest in Nice. The three traditional categories: medici-
nal, ornamental and vegetable are still visible.

A Witness of the History of Nice. Taken over in a sad state by the munici-
pality in the 1920s, Auguste-Louis Giuglaris supervised its restoration. 
A broad esplanade divided by a wide path, the garden is bordered by 
a bower of rambling roses. Citrus trees, orange trees, lemon trees and 
mandarin trees, break up the lawn and flowerbed along the paths, inters-
persed with Mediterranean species like olive trees and cypress. A small 
intimate terrace opens below, adorned by a fountain and pools, offering 
an exceptional panorama over the valley of the Paillon and, further away, 
the sea. 



C A N N E S

S A I N T - H O N O R A T  A B B E Y

The Abbey of Lérins is part of a long monastic tradition over more than 16 
centuries. The community of Cistercian monks follows St Benedict’s rules 
(ora et labora), and promote the love of a good job well done, fraternity 
and excellence. 

Botanical Tour of Saint-Honorat Island
It is possible, on a two-hour walk around Saint-Honorat to discover the 
island’s botanical treasures as you soak up the atmosphere of this unique 
protected place, improbably located 15 minutes by boat from Cannes.
A score of rare and protected plants shelter on the edge of the island’s 
forest and on its shoreline.
Contact : antoliolijer@aol.com
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Saint-Honorat Island has the oldest existing farm in the Cannes area. Its 
8-hectare vineyard, relaunched in the 1990s produces grands vins known 
throughout the world.
To cultivate their land and preserve the island’s natural balance, the monks’ 
agricultural approach is wise. They use neither pesticides, nor weedkillers. 
Disbudding, cutting and harvesting are carried out by hand.



The Côte d’Azur is particularly known as a haven for the greatest artists 
of the 20th century. Many museums are dedicated to them and a route 
around the Côte d’Azur of Painters pays tribute to their talent through 
work inspired by landscapes from the coast to the hinterland.
In these exhibition spaces, certain gardens are inextricable from the in-
terior exhibition area, others in themselves enable an understanding of 
the artists’ world.

S A I N T - P A U L  D E  V E N C E

F O N D A T I O N  M A E G H T

Painters and sculptors worked with Sert, the Catalan architect, to create 
works that are integrated with the building and with nature. The whole 
enterprise combines interior and exterior spaces with the sculpture gar-
den, courtyards, terraces and patios, exhibition rooms, the chapel, library 
and bookshop.
A really verdant setting, the sculpture garden was designed to present 
modern and contemporary art in all its forms. In this entrance garden you 
will come across Fernand Léger ceramics, Pol Bury’s ludic fountain, the 
monumental stabile by Alexander Calder and the aeolian sculpture by 
Takis, as well as sculptures by Jean Arp, Anthony Caro, Damien Cabanes, 
Eduardo Chillida, Erik Dietman, Barbara Hepworth, Fabrice Hyber, Joan 
Miró… presented according to the seasons.
Other works are integrated with the buildings: the mosaic on the perime-
ter wall is by Pierre Tal-Coat, and Marc Chagall’s Amoureux mosaic on the 
bookshop wall; stained glass by Braque and Ubac, who also created the 
extraordinary slate reliefs, illuminate St Bernard’s chapel.
The Miró labyrinth, monumental work in situ, is populated by sculptures 
and ceramics. Designed by the artist and his friend, the ceramicist, Josep 
Llorens Artigas, we are led by Ariadne’s thread into a unique space where 
we come face to face with the characters and figures of dreams: an Egg, 
a Lizard, a Fork… dominated by an animal triumphal arch inspired by the 
great Greek and Catalan legends.

N I C E

V I L L A  A R S O N

The Villa Arson nowadays houses a School of Art and the National Contem-
porary Art Centre. 
The Villa takes its name from Pierre-Joseph Arson who acquired the villa 
and the 6-hectare estate on which it stands at the start of the 19th centu-
ry. An aesthete, he undertook to beautify the place and transformed what 
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Gardens of Museums and Art Centres: :

• Fondation Maeght in Saint Paul de Vence
• Villa Arson – National Art Centre – Nice
• Domaine Renoir – Cagnes-sur-Mer
• Fernand Léger Museum – Biot
• Palais Masséna – Nice 
• Anatole Jakovsky Naïve Art Museum - Nice
• Chagall Museum – Nice
• MAMAC – Nice
• Matisse Museum – Nice
• Fragonard Museum – Grasse
• Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild – Saint Jean Cap Ferrat
• Château of Gourdon
• Château de la Napoule – Mandelieu 
• Château of Mouans-Sartoux

M U S E U M  G A R D E N S
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had been a farm into an Italian-inspired pleasure garden.  Later a hotel, 
then a clinic, the villa, of which hardly anything remains, was donated to 
the State in 1943 in accordance with the wish of André Malraux to see the 
establishment of an international school of art of a new type. 

Babylon in Nice. 
A mineral fortress of brutalist inspiration, the villa today combines 
contemporary art, architecture and the art of garden design. From the en-
trance of the establishment, the garden stands out for its originality: each 
of five grass and paved circles bears a tree from a different continent.
The only vestiges of the original period are the lines of pine and the fa-
mous path of cypress, but there is much contemporary work to find and 
enjoy. Artworks are one with the vegetation. 4500 m2 of hanging gardens, 
with roof terraces were designed by the architect Michel Marot, planted 
as low water flower beds.
Open-air patios break up the interior of the building with greenery, crea-
ting an original and permanent feel of bringing the outside indoors.

C A G N E S - S U R - M E R

T H E  D O M A I N E  R E N O I R

In autumn 1908 the Renoir family moved into this cosy residence on the 
Collettes estate which had been constructed by the architect Febvre 
from Biot, overlooking a huge olive grove which was about to be cut 
down.  Used by the painter’s numerous friends and family over the years, 
the villa was bought by the town in 1960 and its gardens were opened to 
the public.  This is the garden of an artist, a motif favoured by Renoir in 
his landscapes. The olive grove is magnificent and the trees are ancient. It 
features a beautiful orangerie.
The greatest painters came to visit the Master and discover this garden: 
Henri Matisse, Auguste Rodin, Claude Monet, Amadeo Modigliani, Maurice 
Denis, Pierre Bonnard, Paul Durand-Ruel, Ambroise Vollard.

B I O T

N A T I O N A L  F E R N A N D  L É G E R  
M U S E U M

The Fernand Léger Museum in Biot: Its garden was designed and laid out 
by Henri Fish, in close collaboration with the architect André Svetchine. 
The garden is a vast Rolling meadow, dotted with cypress, edged with a 
pinewood and a row of olive trees. 
A walk in the garden offers many viewpoints from which the mosaics 
which adorn the building’s façades can be admired.
Here and there can be seen monumental works based on Léger’s works., 
These oceans of greenery which continue unfolding down the embank-
ments and again further down onto the hills leading to Biot, are easy on 
the eye, far from the buzz of modern life. 
Henri Fish also worked with André Hermant at the National Marc Chagall 
Museum, with José Luis Sert at the Fondation Maeght, and in 1984, at 
the Picasso Museum in Antibes he created the garden of sculptures and 
scents.

N I C E

N A T I O N A L  M A R C  C H A G A L L 
M U S E U M

The Chagall Museum: In the beginning God created the Garden of Eden.... 
It was therefore quite natural that a garden welcomes the visitor before 
entering the Museum of the Biblical Message. Mediterranean flora ob-
viously takes the major role: olives, cypress, pines and holm oaks. Henri 
Fish, the designer of this garden, selected, with Marc Chagall’s agreement, 
cold tones and white and blue flowers surrounded by this green setting. 
The agapanthuses are in flower every year on 7 July, Chagall’s birthday. 
Against the building, a pool reflects the mosaic created by the artist. A 
large lawn welcomes the visitor who can, as the Master wished, sit here in 
peace.



T H E  E S S E N T I A L  P A R K S 
A N D  G A R D E N S
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From 1900 to 1971, Antibes was the capital of rose-growing for floristry. 
After the World War I, the rose replaced vegetable growing. With the in-
troduction of heated greenhouses, horticulture became a real local in-
dustry, due, in no small part, to the train which enabled rapid transport. 
The same development happened with mimosa around Cannes. Antibes 
was then the main supplier of roses in Europe.
In the 1970s, a terrible storm destroyed many of the greenhouses and, 
along with increased costs, changed the industry forever. 

Antibes has retained beautiful gardens with a sea view along the famed 
Cap d’Antibes, the path beginning at the Pinède Gould (pinewood).
The original pinewood, which so charmed the original inhabitants, has 
been preserved. The shade of these centuries-old pines shelters the paths 
which meander through the wood, offering some welcome coolness to 
walkers in summer, and an unbeatable view over the Mediterranean. In 
July, the path leads you in the footsteps of the famous jazzmen who have 
made “Jazz in Juan” such an unmissable fixture in the international jazz 
firmament. 

A N T I B E S  J U A N - L E S - P I N S

P A R C  E X P L O R A

This park, inaugurated in 1994, covers 5 hectares between Juan-les-Pins 
and Antibes.  Designed by the landscape architect, Alain Goudot, the gar-
den draws its inspiration from the evocation of Mediterranean gardens 
over the centuries. As Alain Goudot says, “This garden is alive. It is always 
changing as the plants develop.” 
Alternating zones inspired by Provençal tradition, Florentine, Greek, Ro-
man and Moorish, this seaside garden is designed to take advantage of 
the effects of light which invite relaxation.  You move from shade to full 
sun in the olive groves, orange groves and palm plantations, before rea-
ching the lake with its water-lilies in front of a maze of yew, box and laurel. 
The Parc Exflora offers a soothing walk through bright colours, and accor-
ding to Alain Goudot, “The composition of a garden is a sort of set design 
using the light on your chosen subjects, to the visitor’s delight, as one 
can enjoy the constant changes with the time of day, season and year.” 

A N T I B E S

G A R D E N S  T O  S E E

• Parc de la Villa EilenRoc 
• Le Parc Exflora
• The Botanical Gardens of the Villa Thuret
• Garden of Fort Carré
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In Cap d’Ail, the districts which overlook the sea afford an almost perfect 
view of the villas and gardens of the Belle Époque. From the Villa “Les 
Funambules” where Sacha Guitry wrote many plays, to the “Notre Dame 
du Cap Fleuri” church, one passes “Mirasol”, “Lumières” and “The Rock, 
villas with strange and original names, which were the basis of the legend 
of the luxurious and lush Côte d’Azur. 

C A P  D ’ A I L

S A C H A  G U I T R Y  P A R K

Named after the playwright, owner of the villa “Les Funambules”, this 
garden hosts several Mediterranean trees (including the famous carob, 
the dried grains of which became the standard for the jeweller’s carat), 
succulents and cacti. The garden was created in 1990 and overlooks the 
coastal path leading to the Principality of Monaco. Beneath the carob, a 
stone’s throw from the pergola’s jasmine perfume, there is a vertiginous 
view down to the Mediterranean. It was in this atmosphere that the great 
master, Sacha Guitry, found his inspiration, some years ago.

C A P  D ’ A I L

T H E  G A R D E N  D U  C H Â T E A U  D E S 
T E R R A S S E S

Surrounded by a huge park planted with exotic species, palms and coni-
fers, the villa was constructed around 1890 for William Mendel, a British 
banker.  Rented by the Russian Imperial family in 1895, the villa hosted 
Queen Victoria and President Félix Faure.  In 2001, the son of its last owner 
signed the villa over to the community of Cap d’Ail, which undertook to 
restore to its former condition. 
The Château des Terrasses has since been a place for a quiet walk in the 
shady paths between its impeccable lawns, planted with de palm trees 
and adorned with elegant flowers. What is more, it offers unique views 
across the sea and the Bay of Cap d’Ail, which take the visitor back to the 
golden age of the Belle Époque. 

C A P  D ’ A I L

T H E  G A R D E N  D E S  D O U A N I E R S

Opened in September 2014, this garden enables you to explore rare spe-
cies and varieties, some of which are otherwise unknown in the region. 
Around fifty new varieties have been specially planted in this garden with 
its twin ecological and educational aims: arbutus, tea-tree, Arabica cof-
fee, camphor laurel, caper, lemon, bergamot, cedar, pink grapefruit, Tahiti 
lime, ginger, jacaranda, tamarisk. 

C A P  D ’ A I L

G A R D E N S  T O  S E E

• Sacha Guitry Park
• The Garden des Douaniers
• The Garden du Château des Terrasses
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E Z E

T H E  G A R D E N S  O F  T H E  P E R C H E D 
V I L L A G E S

This perched village in the east of the Département is a maze of little 
streets, little arts and craft shops and luxury hotels, with discreet rooms 
on the little paved streets. The ruined castle shelters the exotic garden 
with its amazing views.  
The Nietzsche path leaves the seaside, and snakes up a steep slope to the 
perched village. It is said that Nietzsche, who stayed in Nice towards the 
end of his life, came to this path when he was ill, and found his inspiration 
to write the third part of Thus Spake Zarathustra.

S A I N T E - A G N È S

M E D I A E V A L  G A R D E N

Sainte-Agnès, the highest coastal village in Europe, located at the side of 
a dizzying rocky outcrop, dominates, from its height of 800 metres, the 
Bay of Menton and the Mediterranean, offering a unique panorama.  In 
the Middle Ages, gardens were in front of walls or else inside cloisters. 
Their primary function was to feed and treat the locals. Gardens, there-
fore, had a particular importance in mediaeval strongholds. In Sainte-
Agnès, the gardens have been restored by the Association des Peintres du 
Soleil (Painters of the Sun). 
A beautiful mediaeval garden is concealed at the heart of the village. Di-
vided up and given symbolic names, there is the garden of the Virtues, 
the garden of the Vices, the Odours, Tastes, the Princess’s garden and the 
tinctorial garden with plants which were used to dye fabrics at the time. 
Paradise and Hell are alongside the garden of sight and that of medicinal 
herbs and the Fountain of Life … Hidden in little spaces surrounded by 
box or santolina, these gardens are made up of food plants, medicinal, 
aromatic and ornamental plants as they were found in monasteries and 
mediaeval gardens. 

Gardens are the hallmark of the city of Menton. In fact, since the 18th 
century, the city has been renowned for the quality of its botanical lo-
cations. This is the city of lemon trees. In the 19th century, as a result of 
Menton’s micro-climate, botanists, particularly from Britain, introduced 
tropical and subtropical species and put together the original harmonies 
of planting which, today, make Menton an open-air greenhouse. 
Maria Serena, Val Rahmeh, Fontana Rosa, Serre de la Madone, are dream 
locations where the countryside holds sway, where scores of types of 
palm tree stand over centuries-old olive trees and where Southern he-
misphere plants rub shoulders with those of the Mediterranean. 

M E N T O N

M A R I A  S É R É N A

See The Gardens of the Stately Homes of the Côte d’Azur

M E N T O N

G A R D E N S  T O  S E E

• The Maria Séréna Garden 
• Serre de la Madone Garden 
• The Fontana Rosa Garden
• The Botanical Garden of Val Rahmeh 
• The Garden of the Palais Carnolès 
• The Biovès Gardens
• Le Clos du Peyronnet 
• Le Jardin des Colombières 
• La Citronneraie 
• The Garden of the Esquinade 
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M E N T O N

F O N T A N A  R O S A

The villa and its gardens, which take their name from a nearby spring, 
were constructed in 1875 and purchased in 1922 by Vincente Blasco Iba-
nez, a Spanish novelist and film-maker, who was an exile from his own 
country. They are a poetic tribute; a botanical work the poet dedicated 
to his country. 
Neglected after the death of its owner in 1928, the villa and its gardens 
were donated in 1970 to the city of Menton, which only took on their 
renovation many years later. The garden was registered as a Historic Mo-
nument in 1990.
Vincente Blasco Ibanez primarily wanted this space to be a place to read 
and a memorial to his childhood. The Arab-Andalusian feel of the garden 
recalls that, symbolised by the numerous multi-coloured mosaics from 
Valencia which adorn its different sections. The ubiquitous fountains, 
shady trellises of Mediterranean species such as ficus, palms and majestic 
araucarias, together create an ambiance quite unique of its type. 

M E N T O N

T H E  B I O V È S  G A R D E N S

Located in the city centre, these gardens bear the name of Emile Biovès, 
Mayor of Menton at the end of the 19th century. Laid out under the cover 
of the Careï, this promenade of 800 metres boasts lawns and flowers, 
exotic species, sculptures and fountains throughout the year. They take 
on floral decor for the festivities at Christmas and citrus decor for the Fête 
du Citron® (The Lemon Festival).

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

Some Numbers
- 150 - 200 tonnes of lemons, depending on the year
- Twenty producers

The «Menton Lemon» has a Protected Geographical Indication 
label.
The European Commission has registered the name “Menton 
Lemon” as a Protected Geographical Indication (PGI), according 
to European regulations from 2 October, 2015. This award reco-
gnises the quality of the product and its geographical origin. The 
“Menton Lemon” is grown in the heart of the Alpes-Maritimes, 
in the communities of Castellar, Gorbio, Roquebrune-Cap-Mar-
tin, Saint-Agnès and Menton.
Since the lemon appeared in local citrus farms in 1341, the link 
between this fruit and Menton has never weakened over the 
centuries.
It is cultivated on terraces between the sea and the mountains 
on a specific soil, known as Menton sandstone. The gentle ma-
ritime climate and the appearance of mist in the summer limit 
the sugar content and promote an acidic taste, which is not 
unduly bitter, in the fruit.
Between 53 and 90 mm in size, “Menton Lemon” is also charac-
terised by the intense scent of its zest, with fresh and intense 
notes of citronella, and its juice with its acidic, yet not bitter 
taste. It is also known for the light yellow to greenish-yellow co-
lour of its early fruits, intense and gleaming light yellow colour 
at maturity and bright, almost fluorescent, yellow in winter. 
Picked by hand over a number of runs, the “Menton Lemon” is 
not waxed or chemically treated after it has been picked. 
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Around every street corner in Nice you will find green spaces. There are 
more than 300 hectares of parks and gardens, off the tourist trail, which 
offer unusual dreamlike landscapes. The gentle climate has enabled ac-
climatisation of many plant species from all over the world. This palette 
of forms and colours has inspired many passionate botanists and garde-
ners. In the 19th century, European aristocracy passed its winters in this 
city with its pleasant climate. Lovers of the exotic, they imported many 
plants and trees, putting together as the fancy took them, amazing lands-
capes featuring statues and rocks. Then towards the end of the 19th and 
into the 20th centuries, fine public gardens were laid out which also fea-
tured beautiful collections of rare species.
Now that the planet requires special care and attention, the City of Nice 
has a very committed policy as regards sustainable development and en-
vironmental protection. Accordingly, an extensive programme of refurbi-
shment of parks and gardens is underway. Today, Nice sees itself as the 
“Green City of the Mediterranean,” by creating new parks such as the Es-
tienne d’Orves park with its additional 15 hectares, increasing the planted 
volume of existing beds and, more recently, laying out the twelve-hectare 
breathing-space that is the Promenade du Paillon, right in the heart of 
the city.
The incredible variety of plants, artfully deployed by the landscape 
gardeners of yesterday and today, allow discoveries of great interest to 
the initiated and enjoyable walks which are an indispensable part of city 
life.  

N I C E

T H E  P R O M E N A D E  D U  P A I L L O N

Mediterranean flora is represented throughout this garden with holm oak, 
majestic pines and Provençal cypress. This central green thread along the 
whole Promenade is planted with olive trees, vines, carobs, pomegra-
nates, figs and other southern European plants.

Asia lends a hand with its camphor and giant bamboo, already a good size 
at up to ten metres in height. As you wander, there is a collection of citrus 

N I C E

G A R D E N S  T O  S E E

• Promenade du Paillon and Albert 1st Garden
• The Botanical Garden
• Mont Boron Park
• Chambrun Park
• Parc Phoenix
• Valrose Park (closed to the public)
• The Château Hill Park
• Estienne d’Orves Park
• Vinaigrier Park
• Park of la Clua – Dr Jean Guillaud
• Park of the Castel des Deux Rois
• Il Paradisio Garden
• Vigier Park
• The Estate of the Observatory of Nice 
• Garden of the Monastery and Garden of the Arenas, 
Cimiez
• Garden of the Anatole Jakovsky Museum of Naïve Art 
and Carol of Romania Park
• Garden of the Matisse Museum
• Garden of the Beaux-Arts Jules Chéret
• The Gardens of the Villa Arson
• The Garden of the Palais Masséna
• The Garden of the Museum of Modern and Contempora-
ry Art (MAMAC) 
• The Garden of the Chagall Museum
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to explore, a reminder that before coming to the Côte d’Azur from the 
17th century, lemons and oranges came from China and India.

Africa. A little further along, African vegetation has replaced the former 
Paillon car park. Take a look at the grove of Phoenix reclinata, an unusual 
palm tree made up of several trunks, or the Erythrina, a large-leafed tree 
with a sumptuous orange-red blossom in spring. A symphony echoed in 
winter by the scarlet flowers of the Aloe. 

The South Sea Islands and Australia. On the square Leclerc, you land in 
the South Sea Islands and Australia. Walking through a eucalyptus forest 
of remarkable specimens, whose bark trails in multi-coloured strips of 
red, pink, brown and green … In summer the bunches of red flowers of the 
Bottle Tree (Brachychiton) fight it out with the Firewheel Trees (Stenocar-
pus sinuatus), with their flamboyant flowers. In the same area, dozens of 
arborescent ferns up to 2 metres in height create a tropical atmosphere, 
in the shade of the resident giant ficus, an old tenant of the square, just in 
front of the statue of General Masséna.

South American influence comes with the yellow flowers (in summer) of 
the Tipuana tipu or the pink flowers of the Silk-floss Tree (Chorisia spe-
ciose), a bottle tree which protects itself against herbivores with a cove-
ring of sharp spikes on its trunk. Among other curiosities are the Chilean 
coconut (Jubea spectabilis) which produce small edible coconuts, mi-
nifruits from a trunk which can grow 2 metres in diameter.

The voyage continues in the Albert 1st Garden, with North America. 
Between Bernar Venet’s Arc and the Fountain of the Three Graces, tens 
of de magnolias with bunches of immaculate flowers form a colonnade. 
The excursion a little further with the autumnal flaming of the oaks and 
American walnut trees and the maples. Shades go from yellow to red and 
brown … for an Indian summer in Nice.
The green and blue carpets. 
The green surface allows a surface which is suitable for many different 
uses: the intensive use of the esplanade, for art exhibitions, fun activities 
for children and youngsters, tranquillity for the walker and the dreamer… 
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A large water mirror and an extended misting space are located on either 
side of Place Masséna, 3000 m² on Masséna et 1500 m² on the Albert 1st 
Garden. Sequences of 128 water-jets misters are programmed on the na-
tural stone bed of the water mirror, with lighting at night.
The aquatic theme continues on the other side of Place Masséna, in the 
Albert 1st Garden, on the “Plateau of Mists” with its natural basalt and li-
mestone slabs and the “fog”. A surface of 1400m² with 960 misting heads, 
60 water tanks, each supplying sixteen nozzles, enable the spraying of 
very fine droplets, forming a giant “cloud” you can walk through freely.

As much as the Promenade du Paillon is cosmopolitan, with its plants 
from all continents, it also pays homage to the flower which remains one 
of the emblems of the city: the carnation. Across from the Lycée Masséna, 
a rectangle of more than 2000 carnation plants recalls the era when this 
flower was exported from Nice to the four corners of the Earth.  

N I C E

T H E  F O R E S T  P A R K  O F  M O N T 
B O R O N

Perched above the city, Mont Boron separates Nice from Villefranche-sur-
Mer. This was probably the hunting-ground of the area’s first inhabitants 
from the Terra Amata cave 400,000 years ago.  Having been cleared in 
the Middle Ages to give no hiding place to the Saracens, Mont Boron was 
replanted as woodland in the 1860s. The park covers 57 hectares criss-
crossed by 11 kilometres of footpaths. 



N I C E

C H A M B R U N  P A R K

At the end of the 19th century, Count Aldebert de Chambrun acquired this 
11-hectare estate on the heights of Nice.
On this former market garden, which had belonged to Count Caïs de Pier-
las, a château dating from the early 19th century hung above the city. The 
Count applied himself, with the architect Philippe Randon, to make of this 
place a magnificent pleasure park devoted to his love of music.
Over and above the waterfall and pools, the Count planted numerous 
trees. Palms, cypress, cedars and maritime pines which completed the 
scene. A very romantic small temple rotunda, inspired by Graeco-Roman 
antiquity, was built on a natural outcrop accessed by a 72-step staircase. 

N I C E

V A L R O S E  P A R K

This was one of the most grandiose properties of the Belle Époque. Nowa-
days, the headquarters of the University Nice Sophia Antipolis and the Fa-
culty of Science, Valrose Parka came into being between 1867 and 1870, at 
the request of Baron Von Derwies, a Russian railway magnate. 800 under 
the command of 4 architects were required to build the château and it 
took all the talent of the gardener, Joseph Carlès of Nice, to lay out the 10 
hectares which make up Valrose Park to this day. 

N I C E

T H E  G A R D E N  O F  T H E 
O B S E R V A T O R Y  O F  N I C E 

The astronomical Observatory of Nice, located at the summit of Mont 
Gros, the cupolas of which were designed by Charles Garnier and the 
Large Cupola by Gustave Eiffel, was set up on the site of an old exotic 
garden, on the route of the Grande Corniche.  Clinging to Mont Gros, this 
huge 40-hectare park has a spectacular view of the Côte d’Azur. 
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Bischoffsheim, the banker, built the Observatory in this huge tree-lined 
park, where the visitor can seek the shade of the Aleppo pines and the 
Mediterranean species which fill this extensive space. Cistus and other 
scented plants confer a very Provençal atmosphere to this place, far from 
the city and its buzz.
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M O N A C O

T H E  J A P A N E S E  G A R D E N

This is a real work of art. This unique garden was designed with the strictest 
respect for the zen principles by the landscape architect Yasuo Beppu, 
winner of the 1990 Grand Prix at the Osaka Floral Exhibition.
It harmoniously combines stone, water and vegetation around a three 
centuries old olive tree which anchors this Mediterranean garden to the 
Mediterranean basin. 
The rocks are local, but the wood for the construction of the tea-house 
and pavilion were cut and dressed in Japan before being assembled on 
site. 

M O N A C O

T H E  R O S E  G A R D E N

Created in 1984 and renovated in 2014, not far from the Fontvieille cano-
py, almost 10,000 roses are on display across 5,000m².
300 rose varieties are on display organised in 6 themes: the roses of the 
Royal Family of Monaco, scented roses, “Historic Roses of Princes and Prin-
cesses «, botanical and collection roses, rosebushes and rambling roses, 
new prize-winning roses from international competitions. 

M O N A C O

F O N T V I E I L L E  P A R K

A lake edged by palms and olive trees, set in Mediterranean plants, tro-
pical flowers, moving and stunning contemporary sculptures…  that’s the 
Fontvieille Park. This haven of peace has 4 hectares of winding, shady 
paths, sheltered from the wind from the sea by a hedge of elegant bushes, 
just the thing for a quiet walk. On your way around, you will see stunning 
trees from across the world: Korean maple, Asian phlomis which serve to 
burnish this garden’s original elegance.

M O N A C O

G A R D E N S  T O  S E E

• The Exotic Garden
• The Japanese Garden
• The Rose Garden
• Fontvieille Park
• Jardin de la Petite Afrique
• Jardins Saint Martin

M O N A C O

T H E  E X O T I C  G A R D E N

The idea for this garden, located on a rocky, near-vertical area with an 
ideal exposure, came from Albert I of Monaco, the “Learned Prince”. 
The rockery developed slowly, and it was a few years later, in February 
1933, before it was inaugurated and opened to the public by his successor, 
Prince Louis II. 
Unique of its type, it brings together a wide range of cactus and succulent 
plants, which adapt so well to dry climates by storing water in their or-
gans, flowers or stems. 
From the 50s, greenhouses were constructed with the aim of bringing to 
Monaco specimens of all succulent plants in the world. 
6000 varieties from the desert and semi-desert areas of the world make 
up the 15,000 m2 of this exceptional garden. Certain century-old speci-
mens, at more than 12 metres high, have taken on spectacular propor-
tions. Others display stunning morphologies or dazzle when in bloom.  
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M O N A C O

J A R D I N  D E  L A  P E T I T E  A F R I Q U E

In 1879, Marie Blanc set out to create a garden that would be unique in 
its kind. To do so, the wife of casino-builder François Blanc turned to two 
landscape architects André & Linden to design a Mediterranean garden, 
and the Petite Afrique was born. Located in the Carré d’Or in front of 
the casino, this green space overflows with exuberant essences, tropi-
cal plants well-suited to the Mediterranean climate. Autumn, winter and 
spring offer up the most spectacular natural show by far, and are favou-
rites among the general public. 

M O N A C O

J A R D I N S  S T  M A R T I N

The gardens are home to species of flora that are typical of the Mediter-
ranean wilderness, in addition to exotic essences. Under the Aleppo pines 
are classical works of art, a pond complete with tree ferns and heather 
species such as azaleas, rhododendrons and camellias.
Spectacular viewing points are accessible to all visitors. Far from the hust-
le and bustle of town, the Jardins de St Martin offer gorgeous views of the 
Mediterranean Sea, Fontvieille Port and the famous Louis II stadium.

Other gardens of interest in Monaco: Parc Princesse Antoinette - Jardins 
du Casino - Jardins de l’Unesco - Square Marcel Pagnol 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

In 1960, the public, State-managed spaces covered 50,000m². 
Today, that figure has exceeded 276,000m². Most of these pu-
blic green spaces take the shape of gardens that are generally 
structured around a theme (rose gardens, olive groves, Japanese 
gardens, exotic gardens, fitness trails, kids’ gardens, etc.) and 800 
trees. 
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T H E  U N U S U A L

B I O T

T H E  B O N S A I  A R B O R E T U M

It was Jean Okonek, former nursery gardener specialising in the acclima-
tisation of rare trees, and his son Karol, himself an agricultural engineer, 
who created this 2000 m² bonsai garden in 1990. 
Organised by species, cleverly decorated, the garden is an exceptional 
place, at the same time zen and spectacular. 
Whether outside, with the conifers, or inside with the tropical species, the 
garden reveals its many treasures at each turn of its paths. 

The Biggest Bonsai Forest in Europe
The passion of the Okoneks for the living sculptures that are bonsais has 
led them to recreate whole a Japanese garden where a real miniature 
forest of pines (Picea Albertiana) can be found, a whole 6 metres long! 
Centuries-old olive trees, great Chinese elm (the biggest tree in the mu-
seum at almost two metres high), Japanese pine, apple trees, ficus, pome-
granates, fig trees… it’s a whole forest eco-system which is recreated in this 
living museum. 
Enthusiasts can buy materials and there are group and one-to-one les-
sons which enable people to learn the ancestral techniques of bonsai. 

M O U G I N S

F O N T M E R L E  P O N D

Fontmerle Pond, located at the edge of the Departmental Park of Val-
masque, is a remarkable and rare site of around 5 hectares. It is a natural 
pond which hosts an astonishing collection of lotus, planted in the 60s 
by the former owner, Monsieur Gridaine, and which has since been the 
biggest lotus colony in Europe.
These sublime specimens bloom from July to the middle of September 
with flowers of 25 centimetres in diameter and leaves up to 1 metre. The 
bald cypress, which border the water are from Florida and develop roots 
above the ground which are known as pneumatophores.
The pond is also notable for the richness of its birdlife, with more than 70 
species recorded, some which stay all year, others coming for the winter.
The pond is part of the Departmental Park of Valmasque and can be freely 
visited all year round.
On a hill above the pond stands “Le Manoir de l’étang”. Now a hotel, this 
building has a history: after the World War II, Maurice Gridaine, cinema 
set designer who designed the first Palais des Festivals in Cannes, took a 
shine to the ruined manor.
In 1949, Jean Cocteau and Jean Marais came on the scene: the project, 
dear to Marcel Pagnol, to create a movie lot came back to life. Meanwhile 
in Italy, Cineccita was born and relegated the project to oblivion.

C A N N E S

T H E  L É R I N S  I S L A N D S

Along with the Croisette this group of islands aspires to be a candidate for 
registration on Unesco’s World Heritage sites. For the City of Cannes, it’s 



T H E  L E G E N D S

According to legend, Saint Honorat, arriving on his island, found 
it to be infested with poisonous snakes. Hearing his prayers, the 
Lord enjoined him to take refuge atop a palm tree then caused 
a tidal wave which submerged the island and thus exterminated 
the evil creatures. In memory of this miracle, Lérins Abbey and 
the City of Cannes adopted a palm in their coat of arms. The 
Film Festival made this the symbol of its top award.
Another legend has it that Honorat had a sister, Marguerite. The 
pious Marguerite cherished her brother and followed him to 
the neighbouring island, making Honorat promise to visit her 
“every time the almond (or cherry) trees blossomed.”. Thanks 
to Marguerite’s prayers, and divine intervention, it blossomed 
every month.

51

about protecting and promoting its natural, cultural and spiritual heritage. 
The unique value of the property lies as much in its environmental cha-
racteristics as in its heritage and cultural ones, over 2300 years of history.

Sainte-Marguerite Island 
“Nowhere have I seen these fairy-tale sunsets,” Guy de Maupassant
Sainte-Marguerite, the larger of the two islands, is 210 hectares in area, 3.5 
kilometres long by 1 kilometre wide. It is a listed site, and is protected by 
the combined work of the Cannes City Hall, which owns most of the buil-
dings, and the National Forests Office (ONF), which strives to preserve the 
estate forest (140 hectares). A ministerial decree in 2002 registered this 
heritage as a biological reserve.
Green setting on the Mediterranean, this maritime forest is criss-crossed 
by signposted paths and alley which were laid out in the 19th century, 
which allow visitors to discover the richness and variety of the landscape: 
a succession of creeks and beaches along the 12 kilometres of coastline, 
Aleppo pine and holm oak plantations, forest roads bordered by majestic 
eucalyptus...
The Batéguier Pond, in the east of the island, hosts a special flora and a 
large ornithological reserve.
Unlike completely natural reserves, the biological reserve of Sainte Mar-
guerite Island is known as a “managed” reserve. Indeed, the National Fo-
rests Office (ONF) carries out operations on the site to protect specific 
species and habitats. 
The vegetation of the island and the forest of Aleppo pine and holm oak 
is protected from tourists’ feet by zoning which enables seedlings to grow 
in peace. 
In the centre of the island, walkers can go round an admirable alley of 
eucalyptus planted in the 19th century, one of the oldest in Europe.
The scrub consists of mastic, myrtle, filaria, with olive trees, white cistus 
and roses, honeysuckle and clematis mixed in. 

Saint-Honorat Island
The smaller of the two islands, Saint-Honorat is a flat 1.5 km long by 400 
metres wide. Apart from the shoreline, it belongs to Lérins Abbey, the mo-
nastic complex being on the south coast of the island.

Unlike Sainte-Marguerite, which for many centuries was a dependence of 
the Abbey, Saint-Honorat has been shaped by agriculture, vine-growing 
being the main contemporary form. The coastline and forest plantations 
are less wild than those of its bigger sister island, but work in the fields, the 
serene atmosphere and the remarkable architecture remarquable, fully 
integrated to the daily lives of the monks, give it a unique charm.

Over and above the production of wine and olive oil from the centu-
ries-old olive trees, the community has been producing liqueurs for more 
than a century, Green Lerina and Yellow Lerina (made with an infusion 
of 44 plants in alcohol), Mandarine, Marc and Lerincello (using Menton 
lemons). 
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