




Conviviality & culture

- A visit to French Guiana touches all the senses; it’s about sight,

taste and feeling all bound together with conviviality and perso-

nal encounters.

- The bright colours of the country can be found in the toulou-

lous’ costumes, the market and in the dishes offered to you;

palm heart salad photo bottom left, prawns in pimento bottom

centre.

Tantalising the senses, creating desire!

datasheet 9 :
culture
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History & biodiversity

- The Iles du Salut are one of the “must see” places to visit.

- They have History with a capital H! (main photo).

- St Joseph Island carved Amerindian rocks.

- The name of the Iles du Salut is linked to the fact that 18th

century colonists survived due to the climate of the island (it

also explains their future population).

- The remains of the penal colony mark a significant chapter in

French political and juridical history.

- The Iles du Salut today offer the tourist history and biodiversity.

fact sheet 10 :
culture
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Biodiversity & serenity

- The Amazon is the lung of the planet, the forest breathes !

- Travel to French Guiana inspires your lungs to breath- far from the

pollution of the cities.

- This concept overturns preconceptions; the forest is no oppressing,

it is not frightening, it is full of air, luminous, adorned with flowers.

- The profusion of flowers enhance the image of a gentle forest that

breathes in the dappled light of the early morning; this is a place of

serenity, safety and well-being.

Photos below, left to right :

1) River Cocoa flower

2) Clematis in flower

3) Tree in blossom

fact sheet 2 :
nature
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French Guiana, discovered in 1500 ?
We have the habit of talking about great voyages of discovery, putting Europe firmly at the centre of

the world. When we say that French Guiana was discovered in January 1500 by Vincent Pinson we

should not forget that the land was actually discovered and populated much earlier by the Amerin-

dians! They left very few traces and are rarely talked about…

A complication population
Until 1950, French Guiana had a diminishing population; it was necessary to constantly attract people. Slavery had been practised in the region

in the form of “contracted” slavery, poverty-stricken Europeans entered into contracts whereby they paid for their place on a transport to Cayen-

ne with labour, they were provided with materials and land. You can imagine the conditions. In 1763, the Kourou expedition was a total disaster.

The penal colony; was this a pretext for populating French Guiana ?
Slavery was abolished in the French colonies in 1848 leading to a lack of workforce. A law in 1854 stated that at the end of an imprisonment

in a convict could not leave French Guiana before having spent a period equivalent to his sentence, if it was less than 8 years. If his sentence ex-

ceeded 8 years, he would spend the rest of his life in the colony. It was also hoped he would start a family and thus contribute to the colonisa-

tion process.

14th March 1946, Gaston de Monnervillle & Félix Eboué
On the 14th March 1946, Guiana became a French region, under the political impulsion of Guianese Gaston de Monnerville who was a mem-

ber of the assembly from 1932 to 1936 and President of the Senate from 1958 to 1968. The ashes of Félix Eboué, for whom Cayenne airport

take its name and who was the first black governor of a French colony (Guadeloupe 1936-1938) were transferred to the Pantheon on the 20th

May 1949. In the 1960s, with the installation of the French Guiana Space Centre in Kourou, French Guiana opened a new frontier.

More recently Russia has come calling, Soyouz is now launched from Kourou along with Ariane and Vega; signalling a new era of prosperity for

the region; other important sources of future economic development could be gold, oil or tourism.

fact sheet 19 - history
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With a record 10 launches in 2012, business tourism almost exclusively
linked to the activities of the French Guiana Space Centre remains do-
minant. 

In parallel, the French Guiana tourist sector is developing; notably thanks to eco-tourist

sites; one visitor in three visits French Guiana for its biodiversity, rivers and forest. The de-

velopment of eco-tourism is thus a major economic growth factor in the region. The
number of visitors has increased from 96,800 in 2009 to 105,000 in 2011
and stabilised to around 100,000 a year later. Tourism has grown from
22,000 to 28,000 passengers, despite the economic downturn.

This tourism is both responsible and also contributes to the protection of the natural en-

vironment and the well-being of the population. A platform for reflection, put in place by

the French Guiana region saw the creation of a series of measures designed to adapt

tourism to the Amazon environment. At the same time there is already a collection of

tools in place for the creation of businesses.

fact sheet 26 : tourism, a 
sector in full development

USEFUL INFORMATIONS :

REASONS TO TRAvEL TO FRENch GUIANA

- 40% TRAvEL FOR bUSINESS

- 31% FOR NATURE (RI vERS, FORESTS)

- 4% FOR Th E SUNShINE

- 25% TO vISIT ThE FRENch GUIANA SpAc E cEN TRE

Th E AvERAGE AGE GROUp O F vISITORS REMAINS 25-49

yEARS O F AGE (58%)

pRO FESSIONS

- 35% ARE EdUcATEd pRO FESSIONALS

- 17% ARE IN MEdIUM OR TEchNIcAL pOSITIONS

- 9% ARE RETIREd

ORIGINS

- 65% ARE FROM MAINLANd FRANcE (O F whIch 23.6% FROM

ThE IL E dE FRANc E)

- 26% ARE FROM Th E ANTILL ES (MOSTLy FRENch)

- 3% ARE FROM ThE REST OF EUROpE

- 6% FROM O ThER cOUN TRIES
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Hotels and hotel accommodation- by resort

The hotel industry in French Guiana, like the rest of the country is in the throes of rapid development. Four hotels have received 4 stars in the new

categorization; In Cayenne the Ker Alberte and the novotel Cayenne, the Hotel des roches and the Mercure Ariatel in Kourou. The opening in the

third quarter of 2014 of the best Western royal Amazonia (134 rooms, 5 minutes from the centre of Cayenne) should add a fifth 4* hotel to the

list. There are around 30 comfortable establishments along the coast between Cayenne and saint-laurent du Maroni with an approximate capacity

of 1140 rooms.

Cayenne: Two 4* hotels: 117 rooms, two 2* hotels: 180 rooms, one non-classified hotel residence: 22 rooms, 2 non-classified hotels: 49 rooms. rémire-Montjoly: one 3* hotel:

54 rooms, 1 non-classified hotel: 32 rooms. Matoury: two 2* hotels: 60 rooms. saint-Georges: 2 non-classified hotels: 27 rooms. Kourou: two 4* hotels: 179 rooms, one 2*

hotel: 20 studios, two non-classified hotels: 151 rooms, 1 non-classified hotel residence: 18 studios and rooms. sinnamary: one 3*hotel: 121 rooms. Iracoubo: one non-classified

hotel: 10 rooms. saint-laurent du Maroni: three non-classified hotel: 64 rooms, one non-classified hotel residence: 42 rooms. Mana: one 2* hotel: 18 rooms and 8 studios.

Maripasoula: three non-classified hotels: 21 rooms. saül: one non-classified hotel: 7 rooms.

fact sheet 27 : 
accommodation

HéberGemenTS TouriSTiqueS de Guyane
répartition par typologie

HéberGemenTS loCaTiFS de Guyane
répartition par typologie

Hôtels

locations

locations

CH. Hôtes

CH. Hôtes

Carbets

Carbets

touRist accomodation in FRench Guiana

BReakdown Bytype

HoTels

renTAls

renTAls

b&b

b&b

CArbeTs

CArbeTs

Rental accomodation in FRench Guiana

BReakdown Bytype
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Holiday Homes : 

Clévacances, Gites de France 
In terms of holiday homes, the established brands are present; Gîtes de France

and Clévacances. The offer tourist lets and bed & breakfasts classed from 1

to 4 keys and rural gîtes with a total capacity of 120 rooms.

amazonian Gites and Carbets (traditional constructions)
Amazonian Gites offer accommodation on full board basis and various activities

for exploring the area (including supervision), whereas the carbets are in the

style of French bed & breakfast establishments where guests share the life of

their hosts, such as a traditional breakfast for example. These properties are

usually located in the heart of the forest or along the river bank at the heart

of the area.

evolution of lodging parks (non-exhaustive list)

Clévacances brand

16 properties

9 guest rooms and

23 rentals

27 properties

17 guest rooms

44 rentals

28 properties

14 guest rooms

57 rentals

29 properties

23 gîtes, 25 rooms

18 carbets

29 properties

23 gîtes, 25 rooms

18 carbets

29 properties

23 gite, 25 rooms

18 carbets

32 structures
61 structures

+91 %

71 structures

+121 %

68 structures

277 277

277277

279

279

68 structures 68 structures

Type 2010 2011 2013

Sub-total

Sub-total

Sub-total

Gîtes de France

brand

Other 

non-categorised

accomodation

4* Hotels

3* Hotels

2* Hotels

Sub-total of categorized hotels

Total hotel capacity

Furnished Clévacances

Gites de France rural gites

Gites de France bed & breakfast

Carbets

Total local capacity Gites de France

Furnished

Bed & breakfast

Carbets

Total capacity of non-classified 

accommodation

Furnished accommodation

Total

GRAND TOTAL 

AVAILABLE ACCOMMODATION

Clévacances bed & breakfast

Total Clévacances capacity

Non-classified hotels (including

hotel residences)

Number of 

establishments
rooms Capacity

Hotels & Hotel Residences

Clévacances lodgings

Gites de France lodgings

Non-classified non-branded accommodation

Categorized accommodation
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January - February
• Carnival

The Montsinéry-Tonnegrande grand carnival parade

The Savannah land parade in Sinnamary

The Grand coastal parade in Kourou

The night parade in Cayenne

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

MarCH
• The awara d’Or

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Marathon de l’espace

Type of event: sporting

Occurrence: yearly

aPrIL
• Intercultural story festival

“Kouté pou tandé” French-speakers of america

Type of event: cultural. Occurrence: yearly

• rambutan Festival Cacao

Type of event: cultural. Occurrence: yearly

• Saint-Laurent-du-Maroni Festival of urban culture

Type of event : cultural. Occurrence : yearly

• Maroni Tréteaux Festival

Type of event: cultural. Occurrence : yearly

• amazonian biathlon

Type of event : sporting

Occurrence: every two years

May
• nature festival “La nature pres de chez vous”

Type of event : cultural

Occurrence : yearly

• Gastronomy Day “la journen koupé dwèt”

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

June
• Music Festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• archaeology day

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Maroni Craft Market

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

JuLy
• Food Festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Degra Lannwit in Cayenne

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

auGuST
• Indigenous People’s Day

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• French Guyana cycling tour

Type of event: sporting

Occurrence: yearly

SePTeMbre
• Marronage biennale

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: bi-annual

• Heritage Days

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Jacky Vaudé Fishing contest

Type of event: sporting

Occurrence: yearly

• Pilgrimage of deported priests 

from Counamama to Iracoubo

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

fact sheet 30  
calendar of events
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• St Michel Matoury pilgrimage

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Cinamazonia Festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: every 2 years

• busi Kondé Sama or botanical Garden Festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: bi-annual

OCTOber
• The Maîtres de la pagaie in Kourou

Type of event : sporting

Occurrence : yearly

• Pangi uman Festi on the Maroni river

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Kayenn Jazz Festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: every 2 years

• The america Molo Man cinematographic festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: annual

nOVeMber
• Trans-amazonian Festival

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: every 2 years

• Manioc Day

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: annual

• ram’Dilô

Type of event: sporting

Occurrence: annual

DeCeMber
• Matoury la Féérique

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• new year Hmong

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

• Kali’na Games

Type of event: cultural

Occurrence: yearly

This is not an exhaustive list and is subject to change during the year. The
contact details of the organizers of the various events are available from the
French Guyana Tourism Committee.

cOMMUNAL FESTI vALS ARE 
Th E OccASION FOR 
dIFFEREN T cULTURAL 
E vEN TS FOR dIFFEREN T cOMMUNI-
TIES. SOM E dATES :  MANA (14 Th  JULy),
SAIN T-LAUREN T dU MARONI (10 Th

AUGU ST), MON TJOLy (8 Th S Ep TEMb ER),
MATOUR y (E vER y 2 yEARS, ENd O F
S Ep TEMb ER), cAyENNE (15 Th

OcTOb ER), KOUROU (25 Th NO vEMb ER)
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